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an oflicer appointed with the approval of the
Minister, and being a gualified practising
aceountant, be liable to make any contribu-
tion under this scction towards the cost of
any audit or be decmed, for the purposes of
this section, to bhe concerned in any such
andit.’?
This gives the Minister power to appoint
a qualified aceonntant.  The board would
not then be liable for a portion of the eonst
ander this elavse.  The intention of the
clause is that the Minister may appoint an
auditor to attend to three or four hoards,
but there is nothing to prevent the Minister
from appointing an aunditor to attend to one
district.

The CIHAIRMAN: 1 think the amend.
ment iz contingent upon the earlier amend-

ment. fo  strike ouf paragmph (b) of
Clause 63.
Hon. A. THOMSOX: Tf your vnling ‘s

eorreet, will not Clause 63 have to be recom-
mitted, for it distinetly states that one audi-
tor for each district =hall he appointed hy
the Minister? TP that is left in, there is nn
necessity for my amendment, and so T will
withdraw it.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 73—Amendment of Scetion 341:

TTon. J. NICTTOLSON : T mova arr amensl-
ment—

That in Subecluuse 1 the words *ftwenty-
one’" he struck out and “fsixty '’ inserted i
ligu,

This nlters the time of notiee to be given of
action from 21 days io 60 days. The reason
for it is that those having elaims will have
the longer time in which to give notice. Tt
is onlv a reasonable amendment.

Hom. JJ. .J. HOLMES: There is no nced
for the amendment, for if the hon. member
will read on through the clanse he will find
a qualifieation to the effect that if a person
5 able to show he is not in a position to give
l‘.OhE!’.‘ earlicr he ean give a month’s notice.
What puzzles me is the parvagraph which
provides later on for one month’s notice in
writing being given to the board.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The 21 days’
notice is in keeping with the Municipalitios
Act. There has heen no trouble under that
Act, hut there has heen trouble in this ve-
spect under the Road Board Act. The two
Acts shoull he brought into eonformity with
¢ach other,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, J. NTCTIOLSON: Tn a town (here
is plenty of opportunity for a man who haz
a claim- against the local authority to lodge
it within 21 days, bub in remote parts such
a facility does not exist.  That js why |
think it is advisable to make the notiee #i0
davs instead of 21 davs.

Amendment put and negatived,
Clanse put and passed.
Clause 74—Amendment ol Section 252:

Hon. W. J. ALANN: | have heen reqnested
{o bring under the notice of members the
faet that road boards look wpon their rate
books as a kind of land history of their dis-
triets. At times these old rate hooks have
been of the greategt value and a good deal
of store is set by them. They shonld not
rank as items that ean be destroved, heeause
they have not been used for upwards -f
seven vears. I hope this elauve will be struek
aut so that an opportunity may be given to
preserve these rate hooks,

Clause put and negatived.
Prowress reported.

House adjonrned at 10.37 pon,
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1932-33,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 3rd November; Mr.
Richard=on in the Chair.

Department of Public Works and Labour
(Hon. J. Lindsay, Minister).

Vote—Public
E22 182,

TBE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—A>It. Marshall) [4.37): This
vote shows a slight increase over that of
last year,” Members will notice that although
it amount= to a lavge sum, the great bulk
of the items are transterred to various other
votezs and departments. Of the total expen-
diture, most of it. iz transferable to loan,
Lecau<e it relates to various loan undertak-
ings. The total expenditure from revenue
on the Public Works, Labour, and Water
Supply Department last year was as fol-
lows:—

Works and  Buildings,

£
Works and buildings 20,330
Labour .. .. . 3,779
Goldfields Water Supply .. 108,073
Other hydranlic undertakings, in-
cluding drainage and irrigation 21,617

Total ..o £134,699

In addition £540,399 was spent from loan
funds and £35,360 from Government Pro-
perty Trust Acecount. The total spent by
the department last year was £733,458, and
was distributed as follows:—Fremantle har-
bour. north wharf reconstruction, £33,107;
Greraldton harbour works, £35,992; Gerald-
ton water supply, improvements to catch-
ment area, £6,020; Narrogin water supply,
improvements to catechmeni area, £3,433;:
Canning stock route, completion, £5,163——

Mr, Marshall: How mueh are you spend-
ing on the Canning stock route now?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
work has been finished.

Mr. Marshall: T hope so. What is the
total cost of the Canning siock route?

The MIXISTER FOR WORKS: I have
not the figzures. The amount on last year’s
Esiimates was £35,163. Continuing the dis-
tribution of expendifure, Goldfields water
supply, mains and hranch mains, improve-
ments and renovations accounted for
£76,237; drainage and irrigation works,
Harvey River diversion, £119,524; Harvey
weir, construction of cbannels and drains,
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£83,163; Wellington dam, £26,363; and
Collie River irrigation channels, £42,644.
The estimated expenditure this year from
revenue and property trust aceount—espen-
diture from loan Estimates has yet to be
dealt with—ineludes salaries amounting to
£65199 compared with £67,699 voted last
vear, while the actual expenditure was
254,868, an inerense of approximately £300
this year. The salaries of all the officers
are detailed in the revenue estimates, and
the gross amount is rebated by transfers as
follows :—Allocated to loan and property
trust estimntes, £33,675; Goldfieclds water
supply, revenue zection, £9,236, loan section
£2,190; other hydraulic undertakings, rev-
enue gection, £2,410, loan section £7,817.
“ome of that money. amounnting to £5,224
will he reeovered from wvaripus sources.
After allowing for all these items, the bal-
ance chargeable to works and buildings sec-
tion of the estimates is £4,647, The total
expendifure on salaries, excluding labour
during the last three vears, has heen as fol-
lows:—

1929.30 £98,073
1930.31 £91 453
1931-32 £58,122

The total provision under the heading of
works and buildings this year is £22 182, a

increase of £1,852 ecompared with the actual
expenditnre last year. The estimates for the
lahour section include salaries {3,309 eom-
pared with £3,280 voted last year and an
actual expenditure of £3,277. This branch
is veally a very small one, having a staff
consisting of a chiel inspector, six other
inspectors and four eclerks. Provision is
wade for contingencies—travelling expenses,
railway fares and other office expenses—
totalling £470, compared with £502 spent
last year. The department deals with a fair
rumber nf activities, including for instunce,
country water supplies and Government
Properly Trust Account. I assume that as
we are dealing only with the section of
Public Works and Lahour, I shall have tu
defer any remarks on the other activities
until a later sitage. The activities of the
department have heen restricted heeause of
the limited amount of loan money available,
kut it has been the policy of the Government
in the last year or two io put in hand only
zsuch works as would permit of the greater
proportion of the expendiiure bheing laid
out in wages. Although we have been sue-
cessful in doing that during the last two
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years, to-day we are experiencing difficulty
to find works that will employ 60 to 80 per
cent. of labour as previously. More men
Lhan ever before are at present employed
because works have been selected that would
nhsorb the least possible amount for the
purchase of material, and particularly with
regard to material that has to be purchased
Erom outside the State. There are consider-
ably over 7,000 men employed on these de-
partmental aetivities, but unfortunately the
bulk of them are emploved on part-time
onty.  Part of the work, particularly the
Harvey cut, will be completed by the 2nd
December, unless rain prevents the work
from being carried on.

Hon. P. Collier: Not completed alto-
gether?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No,
The Harvey cut is 14 miles in length and the
seven miles af the sea end pass througrh
coastal sand hills. Some of the eut is very
deep, ranning to a depth of 50 feet. The
seven miles at the other end is through loam
and clay country. Tt has been the intention
¢f the department all along to deal with that
section with the use of the dragline elevator.
It is expected that the work at the sea end
of the cut will be finished not later than
the 2nd December. Tn order that the men
employed there shall have something to tide
them over the Christmas holidays—I believe
85 men were dismissed to-day—each man hay
te receive sufficient full-time employment to
earry him over, at the rate of 253, 2d. a
weck, to the 3rd January. As the work
continues, so the men will receive less full
tune work, beecause it will be getting closer
to that date. Eventnally 255 men will be
cmployed on the drag-line work and also
upon making bridges and enlverts. T have
dealt with the most important of the matiers
that I ean place before the Committee, but
should any other information he required,
I shall be able to furnish it Iater on.

HON. A, McCALLUM (South Freman-
tle) [4.47]: There is not much scope for
discussion on the Public Works Revenue
Estimates. Most of the departmental ae-
tivities are dealt with when the Loan Es-
timates are before us, and that is when
the major discussion on those activities
takes place. Last year the Leader of the
Opposition raised the question of the ex-
pendifure of money on main roads. I un-
derstood an undertaking was given then
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that an item would be placed on the rev-
enue Estimates so that an  opportunity
would be provided for a general discussion.
No such item appears on the Estimates,
and it would seem that cxpenditure under
that heading has been removed entirely
from Parliamentary control. Does that
mean that a huge sum of money is to be
handed over to a member of the stalf for
expenditure, and Parliament is not to be
consulted at all? The only item that ap-
pears on the Estimates relates to the sal-
ary of the Director of Works and. Build-
ings, and even then only that portion of
his salary that relates to publie works. Ac-
tually, therefore, there is no item of ex-
penditure provided so that Parliament
may deal with any matters relating te main
road expenditure at all.. Tt is an extra-
ordinary state of affairs. Large sums of
money are to be expended without any re-
ference to Parliament. I do not think
that was intended. Tt was all right pre-
viously, because the State had to find a
quota of the Cemmonwealth expenditure
and natorally an item had to appear on
the Estimates, which gave memhers an op-
portunity for a full dress debate.

The Minister for Works: There will be
that opportunity on the Loan Estimates.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: But in the past
the State had to provide, in accordance
with the agreement eniered inlo with the
Commonwealth Government, a certain pro-
portion of the main road funds from re-
venue. Not all of it was provided out of
Loan funds. Thus there was a discussion,
not only on the Loan phase of the work,
but on the revenue side as well. Every
member had a right to state his views and
to eritieise the manner in  which money
was being expended, particularly as it
affected his own electorate. Irrespective of
whether they have any complaints to voice
or not, they have no such opportunity
now. It appears to be entirely wrong, and
[ hope the position will be reetified. I un-
derstood it was to be done this year. T
cannot say whether a definite undertaking
was given that an item would be placed
on the KEstimates this year so that we
might discuss matters relating to main
roads expenditure, but I remember the
point being raised and I was under the im-
pression that the Premier promised he
would find some way by which the Com-
mittee would be afforded an opportunity



[8 Noveuper, 1932.]

to have the diseussion I desire.  As nu
item appears, we are debarred from dis
cussing that phase altogether. 1 again raise
the point and enter my protest. This is
the second year this has happened and T
certainly think ParlHament should have some
control over that expenditure. 1t is cer-
tainly wrong that expendifure of this de-
seription should be handed over to a civil
servant without Parliament having any say
regarding it. I koow that under the ex.
isting law, works involving an expenditure
of ever a eertain amount must be referred
to the Minister for his approval, but Par-
liament is not considered in the matter
at all. T trust the Minister will give us an
assurance that we will have the desired
opportunity on the Loan Estimates. The
Minister dealt with certain items in re-
spect of which he asserted savings had heen
made and he referred to the position of
the Public Works Department and the
Labour branch of that department. He
omitted to point out that certain activities
of the Labour branch had heen transferred
to other departments. For instance, the
inspection of scaffolding has heen taken
away and placed under the confrol of the
Chief Architect., Similarly the inspection
of timber mills has been (ransferred to
the Forests Department.

AMiss Holman: And there is no inspeetion
now.

Hon., A, MeCALLUM: T suppose there
is no inspection of scaffolding either.
Hon. J. C. Willcock: And some

buildings are being constructed.
Hon, A, MeCALLUM: 1 know that ihe
forest inspection staif has heen waterially
decreazed and I presume there is very little
activity under that heading. There has
been a tightening up and shortening of
hands in connection with all the activities
of that department. The Minister asserted
that 7.000 men were employed by the fwo
departments he dealt with. I do not sup-

bix

pose one of those men has heen
emploved full time. Tt is impos-
sible  te find out just how  many

of them are getting anvthing like the basie
wage. The pavment iz governed by the
number of a man’s family and the basis laid
down is 7. a week for each individual mem-
ber of the family plus £1, which limits em-
plovees to a paltry amount.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: The maximum pay-
ment is only £3.
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Hon. A, MeCALLUM: Yes, and that is
considerally under the basie wage, The
mere yuoting of the number of men cm-
ployed signifies nothing. The Minister
quoted the number of men who had been
alluwed full time in order to average up the
position for the Christmas season and re-
ferred to the payment of 23s. o week. T pre.
sume that those men will have a very, very
happy Christmas on so large an amount as
255, a week, with which they ave expected to
keep their families!  We are told that
another 12,000 men ave to be ewployed. 1
do nat kiow how many men are to be put
off but 1 think the Minister said that between
2,000 and 3,000 were to be dismissed,

The Minister for Works: Abont 1,300 ag
Stonehouse and Myalup.

Hon, A, McCALLUM: That relers to the
two big jobs, hut there ave a number of other
activities from which men ave heing put off.

The Minister for Works: That is in
aceordanee with the usual preactice.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: I was told that
within the next few weeks 4,000 men would
he finishing up.

The Minister for Works: No.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM : T received that in-
formation from » reliable anthority, Figures
have been given to us of the nmnber of men
likely to be employed, but we know that they
will include thoese at present in emplovment.
Those men are to be emploved by virtue of
the fact that the Premier Las been able to
secure more money with which to finance
operatiens. I de not know how many of the
men who will he lini=hing ap during the next
week will be ahsorbed by the additivnal ex-
penditure that has heen referred to. Strictiy
speaking, the Loan Estimates will provide
the opportunity to disenss that matter and
we shall have a further opportunity to deal
with it then. I wish to make it perfectly
clear that when the Minister talked about the
employment ol 7,000 wen, that did not indi-
eate thal all of them would e employved on
full time. The Premier announced the other
day that money had been found to provide
part-time work for 12,000 men. As he has
stated on previous occasions, if monev were
not provided, works would have to be shut
down, and, in the circumstanees, it is clear
that the 12,000 men who are to be employved
will include those at present in work. It
does not mean the emplovment of 12,000
additional men. That should clearly he
understood.
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MR. MARSEALL {Murchison) [+.481;
I do nog desire to delay the passage of the
Estimates, but I am particularly eonverned
about the departmental netivities from the
standpoint that consideration has not heen
extended to the requirements of my elee-
tarate. Provision is made for water sup-
plies at other centres, but some works that
I desired attended to are not provided for.
Some of the money that has been spent has
represented an absolute and pusitive waste.
Thar is the galling part of it. No one will
deny that every penny spent on the Can-
ning ztock route represented so mueh ab-
solute waste of havd cash.

Member: 1 agree.

Mr. MARSHALL: There is no possibilify
of any member disagreeing.

The Minister for Railways: That is a
-strong statement.

Mr. MARSHALL: Of course it is. This
is not the first time I have made the dtate-
ment.

The Minister for Railways: Not a small
amount was invelved, either.

Mr. MARSHALL: That ageravates the
position. [ endeavoured, by way of inter-
jection, to ascertain from the Minister For
Works the total amount that had been spent
on the reconditioning of the Canning stoek
If 1 may be permitted to make an
estimate, 1 should say it cost hetween
£20,000 and £25,000. It certaiuly cost over
£15,000. TInecidentally, it may by a wmiracle,
have been slightly under £30,000. When
this was first mooted, I, as a member of
this Chamber, objected to it. We weve sit-
ting on the other side of the Clumber sup
porting the Government and I attacked it.
We had to guide us men of expericnee who
were not lacking in eourage in informing
the then Government of the sactual position
regarding the Canning stock voute. Owing
to the poor state of the country through
which that stuek route passes, and the insuf-
fictency of the waler supply in the wells
along the route, it will not be passible to
bring ecattle down in sullicient numbers to
make the stock route pay. That statement
has been contirmed only recently by a drover
whe went over the stock route. He pointed
out that there were some half dozen or
more wells along the Canning stock route
where 230 head of cattle could not be wat-
ered. Therefore, it would not be pessible
to undertake a long trip with u large num-
ber of cattle over that route. The pleuro

route.
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line ulso interferes with the passage of stock
over the route. | would like to know from
rthe Minister whether one station is served
by the Canning stock route. At Wiluna the
people are running the risk of being visited
by an epidemic for want of a sulficient
water supply. Hundreds of people there
are now subjected to risk to their health he.
canse of on inadequate retieulation systenm.
Yet, in face of facts such as these, we find
the Government expending money npon the
vecenditioning of the Canning stock voute,
which experienced men were not hackward
in stating would be of na use when it was
reconditioned. It is of no use now, and
never will be of any use. The country for
hundreds of miles is drift sund and would
not feed o vat, mueh less bullocks. Had the
stock route heen pluced further cast, 1 un-
derstand that it would have fraversed much
hetter country, 1 have been so informed by

men who know the countiy well. No one
could  have  forecast that Wiluna
would  have grown to the extent it
hasz, and we now find the reticulation

system of that township is altogether in-
adequate. The people of Wiluna themselves
are bheginning to appreciate the faet that
it is unhealthy to live in elose proximity to
the mine. Only recently some seven or cight
business premizes, hesides some homes, had
to he crected away from the mine, and the
people naturalty rushed to them in order to
escape from the fumes and gases around the
mine. Those people, of course, now want
a water supply. The Minister for Mines
knows that, becanse T approached him on
the matter. T also approached tlie Minister
for Water Supply with a request that he
should put down larger piping. All we de-
sired for a start was that the main should
he increased.

The JMinister for Mines: There is plenty
of water there.

AMr. MARSHALL: Yes, if we can only
get it for the people. The position now
is that the people have to get their water
by the old method ot the hueket and rope.
The climate at Wiluna is such that an abun-
dance of water should he made available o
the residents there.

The Minister for Mines: If it is available.

Mr. MARSHALL: The point is there is
ne water available unless 100-gallon tanks
are installed and the water is carted hy the
obsolete method, What T am eomplaining
about now is that the (tovernment have
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spent £20,000 odd on the Canning stock
route, which is not, and never will be, of
any use, in preference to work of the char-
acter I have outlined. Another matter I
desire to touch vpon is the provision of a
school at Wiluna, It was eontemplated that
we should erect one big sehool about half-
way hetween the mine and the tovn; but
unfortunately the depression visited us and
what really happened was that we were
given a sort of ecanary aviarv, capable of
accommodating some 30 or 60 children, but
which has to suffice for S0 or 90. T do not
know what provision has been made for
further school aeccommodation at Wiluna;
but I think it most unfair that Wiluna should
be left withont proper schaol accommoda-
tion. I am sure the Fduecation Department
have not been slow in asking the Works
Department for the necessary money to
provide school accommodation. Ii is a sean-
dalous state of affairs that we should have
to appeal for sehool accommodation. We
require that aceommodation at Wiluna ur-
gently, as urgently as we require an ade-
quate water supply We find on the Esti-
mates sums of money which we know have
been absolutely wasted. We shall never get
that money back again. It has heen ex-
pended upon works which will not be of any
value at all to this country. The Canning
stock roufe may assist one station, one
squatter, but that is all. The route is not
an attractive one, nor will it be patronised
by the people in the North. T only rose to
complain bitterly ahout the expenditure of
money on the Canning stock route, when,
with half the amount, we could have secured
school accommodation, with quarters for
teachers, and a good water supply for
Wiluna. Now the school children at Wiluna
are crowded together in excessive numbers
in a huilding too small to accommndate
them. There are other items I wish to touch
npon, hut T ean deal with them as we make
progress with the departmental Estimates.

HON. J. C. WILLCOCK (Geraldton)
[5.12]: I do not want to deal with the
general expenditure of the department, but
there is one matter that has come up in con-
nection with my distriet during the past few
days upon which I hope the Minister will
be able to give some information. I thought
T might be able to get that information by
way of n question, but as the Vote is being
dealt with, I thought X would aszk for it now.
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It is in connection with the Wycherina
water supply. I understand that in earry-
ing out some repair work to improve the
Wycherina dam, it was necessary to let some
of the water flow away. I am informed that
at least 4 feet of water has been allowed to
escape from the dam: that is 4 feet of water
covering about 14 acres.  That is a very
eonsiderable nuantity of water indeed. See-
ing that Geraldton is a place very much in
need of improvement, T thought very good
use could have been mnde of that water in
Geraldlon, even if it had been pumped there.
It could have been utilised by the municipal
ecouncil and bv the residents of Geraldton
for garden purposes.  The people eonld
have been charged the bare eost of pumping
the water. which probably wounld not have
been as greab an expense as excess water,
The municipal conneil at deraldton are es-
fablishing eardens in various parts of the
town.  They are doing excellent work on
comparatively small plots of ground. TE
they could get a plentiful supply of water
at this stage and establish lawns and gar-
dens, a considerable improvement would be
effected to the town. Only the cost of water
would prevent them from making ever o
much more use of that water now being
allowed to eseape. I do not know whether
the Ainister would consider allowing that
water to he punmped into Geraldton and dis-
posed of at a eheap rate so that it might be
used rather than wasted. 1 should like te
know how muech more water it may be neees-
sary o allow to eseape from the reservoir,
Of course, by means of the excellent work
done in the roofing of the dam we shall pre-
vent a hig quantity from evaporating, but the
reservoir does not always fill, and perhaps in
view of the quantity allowed to go to wasfe
this season, it may not fill again for a vear
or 18 months. The hores there provide a
zood quality of water. but of course it is
very different from rain water. of which wao
want to ermserve as mmeh as possible for the
use of the people of the town. TE the Min-
ister would give us some information re-
aarding that. it would probably allax a lot
of fear. and if an arrangement could be
made for a cheap rate of exeess water the
department would get some revenue out of
it. at all evenls enongh to pav the waees of
the man pumping it. With the member for
South Fremantle. T am sorry we have not
had an onportunity to sav something about
main roads, T should like tn ask what is the
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position of the local authorities who in Sep-
tember last had not made any attempt to
pay the percentage of traffic fees due by
them. Also I should like to refer to what
was said in the debate in Septemher ahout
the Geraldton municipality attempting to
repudiate—that was the term nsed—their
ohligations. The arrangement that was made
was known to the loeal aunthorities in the
metropolitan area, and also to the road
boards throughout the State, but those muni-
cipalities outside knew nothing of that ar-
rangement, and when the retrospective tax
on the license fees was pmt on the Geraldton
municipality after they had spent the money
to relicve unemployment, it was the first
they knew of it. Now that the whole thing
has been eleared up. those local anthorities
are not in the position of the municipalities
and road hoards to which the Minister re-
ferred the other dav as not having met their
obligations. I refute the statement of the
member for Swan (Mr. Sampson) that the
Geraldton Municipal Council desired to re-
ppdiate its obligations. All the municipal
council did was to cirenlarise the loeal au-
thorities Tequesting them to resist what was
thought by the couneil to be an unjust pay-
ment owing to its retrospective incidence.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [5.18): I trust
the Minister will do his best to accede to
any applications made to him for speecial
grauts to couniry road hoavds. There are
large numbers of unemployed in the
country, many of them on sustenance work,
and if they ean be kept at work there it is
much better than having them flocking to
the towns. As to water supplies, I have no
complaints from the country, where the svs-
tern is very satisfactory, but in Pingelly we
have a suppiy en which the department, 1
helieve, is losing monev. The people of
that town have been paying 3s. in the pound
water rate for the past 20 years, although
many of them have never used a gallon of
water from that service. I hope the Minis-
ter will allow a rate of 1s. Gd. to remain.
Tf the 3s. rate has to he retained, it would
be hetter to serap the water supply and he
{done with it. The water rate in the meiro-
politan area iz verv heavy. In Perth and
suburhs many shops and houses are empiy.
vet the water rate is exceedingly high.
When people are not using the water it is
Iiard that thev should have to pay this ex-
cessive rate. Of course the money has to
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be obtained hecause a considerable amount
was expended on the water scheme in the
Grst place, but I do appeal to the Minister
to make the rate as low as he ean. I wishto
correef a statement I made when discussing
the Main Roads Board. I said the Kulin
Hoad Board were unable to ecolleet their
rates and, consequently, had to make ar-
rangements with the Main Roads Board for
time in which to pay their quota of the
license fees. The Kulin Road Board ar:
under the impression that I was speaking of
license fees all the time. That was not so.
I was referring to the general rate, which
they were unable to collect. They tell me
they were able to collect the whole of their
license fees. As I say, I was speaking only
of the general rate. I hope this explana-
tion will satisfy them.

HON, J. QUNNINGHAM (Kalzoorlie)
[5.22]: The Minister, when speaking of the
Harvey drainage scheme, stated that the
length of the main channel was 14 miles and
surprised me by saying that the drag-line
excavator would be used for excavating loam
and elay. I understand that also refers fo
1lig laterite deposits that will be encountered
ir the channel. It seems strange that the
drag-line excavator should be vsed on that
work while the prineipal work it should be
used for, the exeavation of sand, will be done
hy hand lahour. I am inclined to think the
Minister has made a slight mistake. We are
cutitled to further information respeecfing
the area that will be served as the result of
this expenditure, Up to date we have no
knowledge on that point. Also it would be
inferesting to know the rate that will be im-
posed on those people for drainage and for
irrigation. T understand it is both a drain-
age and irrigation scheme, and that the Hlar-
vey drainage seheme is connected with the
Collie River irrigation scheme. TLast year
£410,000 was earmarked for this work.

The Minister for Works: No, £210,000,

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: We seem to
have dropped £200.000 somewhere in the 12
months. Both schemes, I think, are con-
neeted in some way, for drainage sreas and
irrigation areas have been declared and
drainage boards have been established, sev-
eral of them comprising irrigation boards.

The Minister for Works: No.

Fon. J. CONNINGHAM: You would not
establish two boards, drainage and irriga-
tion, to operate in the same district. Many
af the people who will be served are ignorant
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of the faet that they will be called upon t-
pay rates. I have met some of the zette:s
and they appear to be under the impression
that the whole of this econstruction work
will e treated as a national undertaking and
no charge will be made upon them. T hope
we shall pet some information from the
Minister on the points T have raised.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [5.251: I wish
to draw the attention of the Minister to the
Bates-street water main in Merredin. Whilst
this will mean an expenditure of £100 on the
part of the department, the local rond board
will econtribute £130, and so to that extent
the department can regard it as a reproduec-
tive work. It is hoped that the improved
main will give something like a decent pres-
sure in case of fire, and also will adequately
supply the sports ground. At some time in
the new year there will he 15 or 16 fire bri-
gades assembling there for their annual
demonstration, and a good pressure will be
necessary. It means 2 good deal to the
town, for there is hound to be a big influx of
people to see the competitive work of the
brigades which we who are interested in the
work of amateur firemen wish to see en-
couraged. I hope the Minister will be able
to find that £109, beeause it will mean a con-
tribution of £13¢ hy the local authority.

HON. M. F. TROY (3It. Magnet) [5.28]:
I am given to understand that the depart-
nent proposes to huild another road to
the Yanchep Caves via Lake Pinjar, and
that a large number of men will he em-
ployed on the work. Surveys are now being
made of certain land out there, and there
is more than a suggestion that the depari-
ment proposes to build that road. 1 do not
know whether there is any truth in it, but
I would like an assurance from the Minister
that it is not proposed to spend any more
money on the road to the Yanchep Caves,

MR. HEGNEY (}Middle Swan) [5.29]:
T wish to refer to the water service at Swan
View. The residents there have been tryving
to get an improved scrvice and the matter
has been put to the department frem time
to time, but invariably the answer is that
no money is available. Some two vears ago
the size of the main was increased as it went
down by the Blackboy camp. That cer-
tainly improved the position. bat the water
main from there across to Swan View is
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only two inches to 2% inches in diameter.
There are several residents at Swan View.

The CHATIRMAXN: 1[I suggest that the
hon. member bring this matter forward when
we deal with water supplies.

Mr. HEGNEY : I wish to refer also to
the Bayswater school ground. This matter
has heen hefore the department for some
time, and plans have been prepared for an
improvement to the grounds. Both the road
hoard and the Parents and Citizens' Assoc-
iation have made representations on this
question. There are close on 530 echildren
attending the sechool, which is advancing
rapidly. The playground, however, is alto-
gether inadequate for the purpose. The
school is on a hill and the grounds are prac-
tically on an incline. The ehildren were
unable to take part in the recent schools
competition, because they have no cricket
piteh. I understand that plans have heen
prepared by the Publie Works Department
for the reconstruction of the ground. The
proposal is that the hill should be lowered,
and the soil transferred across the street to
another piece of ground where there is a
hollow. It is estimated that the work will
cost £300, but the opinion is now that it
will not cost so much. A deputation re-
cently waited on the unemployment hoard
to see whether help could be derived from
that quarter. The matter certainly requires
the attention of the Minister.

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) [5.32]: Many
complaints have been made as to the man-
ner in which operations are earried on at
the irrigation works, What is the position
of the settlers who have water supplies out-
side the irrigation sehemes? Are they to be
velieveld of the cost of their present sup-
plies, and will such schemes as the Bruns-
wick he eut out? Will the settlers have to
continue paving the £16 a year in water
rates on the scheme? JMen on sustenance
are not at all satisfied with the way in which
they are being treated. Men have o dig
thick wet clay with shovels, which they
have to scrape cvery time they use them,
They have no forks, and are not receiving
a fair rate of pay for the work they do.
They cannot make sustenance or relief
wages. I feel that the Minister is pressing
these workers down as far as they ean be
pressed. 1f thev eomplain about it they
are given the sack, and are put off susten-
once, They have to dig drains without any
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proper levels. All they are given is the
measurement in the first case, and at times
they have heen ordered to go back after the
work has been finished. One man could earn
only £4 in two weeks. I was informed that
the workers there had been ordered to do
more work on drains they had finished with.
The conditions appertaining o the irriga-
tion workers is very unsatisfactory and ecalls
for investigation. I wish to voice my pro-
test regarding the neglect of the Govern-
ment in policing the Acts dealing with the
conditions of workers. The Timber Work-
ers’ Act has been referred to. No wonder
a considerable saving has heen effected
there, because theve is now no inspeetion
whatever. The two workmen’s inspectors
were relieved of their duties by the Govern-
ment, and the Government inspector has
been put in charge of sustenance workers.
There is a certain amount of activity in the
timber industry, quite cnough to keep the
inspector occupied in earrying out his duties.
The Government seem to want to avoid
policing any Act that provides for the pro-
tection of workers in industry. Through the
discontinuance of this work they have en-
deavoured to render null and void any such
Act of Parliament, and eanse it to be re-
garded as a dead letter.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J.  Lindsay—Mt. Marshall—in  reply)
[5.36]1: The Main Roads Act makes no
provision for discussing road matters in
Parliament. It never has done so. The
Commissioner for Main Roads, with the
approval of the Governor-in-Council, finds
the renuisite money. The Minister is only
asked to approve of amy amouni over
£1,000. That is the law. T have placed
on the Table of the Honse the ordinary
annual report which tells members what
work has been done. T have no ohjection
to the matter being disecussed. Possibly
the Estimates will have to be amended in
some way to allow of a discussion upon
these points. But there never has heen
any discussion on them, except in eonnec-
tion with the Loan Estimates. The Aect
provides that money appropriated by Par-
liament may be referred to, but no other
discussion takes place. The member for
South Fremantle said he understoed that
4,000 men would shortly be placed on the
labour market. That is not ecorrect. Road
work does absorb a considerable number
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of men. We have 2,322 men working on
10ads to-day. These johs are almost fin-
ished, but several new jobs are always
about to be started. The particular gang
referred to may have to come to Perth to
finish up, but almost every day new road
works are coming on. In the Myalup and
Stonehouse camps there are at present
1,609 men. These are going off in batches.
On the 8th November, 86 go off, and so
on to the 2nd December. Out of the 1,609
men, 255 will be retained for the comple-
tion of the work. The member for Mur-
chison spoke about the Canning stock
route. This was started by the previous
Government, and I had no option hut to
complete the work. It is not for me to say
whether the carrying out of that work
was right er wrong. The work was nearly
completed when I assumed control of the
Department. I think that 56 wells had
been finished, and 15 more were required
to complete the joh. If we had stopped
then the route would have bheen wuseless,
so we found the money and completed the
work right through. The member for
Geraldton referred to the Wycherina water
supply. The position there is unfortunate.
This is the first time for many years that
the dam has filled. We were not to know
that this year would be one of heavy rain.
In the summer there is always a searcity
of water in Geraldton. The department
decided that the hest way to overcome the
difficulty was to cover the dam. In the
summer the dam loses by evaporation 6ft.
of water in a wear. The engineers said
that if the dom were eovered, twice the
amount of water would he made available.
To do this work it was necessary to let
some of the water out. Tf the year had
been an ordinarv one, this would not have
heen necessary, because the quantity of
water would not have been there. A good
deal of the roofing has been completed,
hut when it came to the middle portion of
the dam ‘it was necessary to reduee the
depth of water. In order to overcome
the diffeulty of a shortage of water in
the summer, we have sunk an extra well,
from which it is hoped to draw sufficient
to tide Geraldton over until next year. The
dam was never fully completed. Because
water got into it the work was stopped.
There is a considerable area of soil which
renquires to be removed, and this work also
is heing done. When we started the job
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we decided to go on, with it, but it was
necessary to draw a certain amount of
water nut of the dam.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Could that water
not he sent to Cieraldton by pumping?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It would
have to he taken straightaway out of the
pipes.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: It is hadly needed.
Is not the other deservoir nearly com-
pleted ?

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I hardly
thiuk so. If it had heen completed, it
could have been filled up. I will make in-
quiries and ascertain the position. Refer-
ence has hecen made to local autherities
and the amount of iraffic fees they owe.
I should like members to know how these
loeal governing hodies are living up to
their obligations. Sg¢me 53 of them have
paid up the whole of their fees, hut one
has paid nothing and kas made no pro-
vision to pay in the Ffuture. Thirty-five
are paying off their arrears for 1929-30)
by instalments. We have given them two or
three years in which to pay up. For 1930-31
seven local governing bodies have made
arrangements to pay by instalments, and
for 1931-32 seven are almo paving by in-
stalments. Of the remainder 23 who were
in arrears have made no arrangement with
the department for payment. Gerzldton is
one of these.

Hon. J. €. Willeock: They said they had
sent up a cheque for £100.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I got
this statement to-day, showing the loeal
governing bodies that were in ar;ears and
had made mo arrangements to pay. We
are prepared to meet them in any way we
ean so long as thev recognisc their lia-
bility. TIn the case of Gieraldton the per-
eentage due to the Main Roads Board for
192030 was £139 10s. The payvment madr
was £39 9s. (id., and the remark made on
the return is **No arrangement made for
the futnre.”’

Flon. J. C. Willeock : They seni a cheque

for £100 at the end of the month. That
ought to be here now.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T feel

it iz not guite fair to the other locul bodies
that ¢quite a number who are in a position
to pay are not paying, and wifl not even
agree fo some compromise. Most boards
have agreed to pay up to three vears and
if all would do that, well and good. I have
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asked the Crown [Law Department to give
me an opinion on the matter. [ do not
think it is right that the others should get
out of the payments. The member for Mur-
chison (Mr. Marshall) spoke about the
Wiluna water ~upply. My view is that loval
distrieiz should provide their own water
supply, Thev should form themselves into
boards and horrow monev. Wiluna has
done ~o and there is now the power to bor-
vow. In the past the Government have car-
riel out thiz work, hut T am trying ty wet
all the water suppliez transferred to water

hoards.  The member for Pingelly (Mr.
Brown) spoke about the Pingelly water

supply,  The fieures are frue vevenue; a
rate has heen struck whether we collect it
or not, and if the hon. member sayvs there
i= a loss of £878 a xear, the accumulated de-
ficit i+ £6,138. [ agree with the hon. mem-
her that the water supply is bad, but the
department did reduce the rate. It is re-
markable that when we take the acerued
revenne for the vear we find the deficit con-
siderably more than the acerned revenue,
and the total deficit over the period is
£2,100,419. That has been found from Con-
solidated Revenuwe. When it eomes to a
auestion of buying pipes, it is then a mat-
tor of 80 per cent. of the cost being spent
in material, In these times when so many
men are out of work, we cannot go to that
expense and provide money for wages also.

“The member for Kalgoerlie (Hon. J. Cun-

ningham} dealt with the Harvey drainage
question.  In Harvey there are drainage and
irrigation sehemes and there is also what is
known as the Harvey cut which is not an
irrigation scheme, The Harvey River he-
came silted and the water spread out but
eradually soaked away. The cut will even-
tnally drain 123,000 acres of land which is
mostly under water: it is not intended to
rate the area, but probably ihe (iovernment
will get some recompenze when the land is
drained and seld. The Harvey irrigation
seheme is a different preposition altegether.
There have been irrigation apd drainage in
Harvey for many years past, but the work
was to an extent a failare. That lrrigation
va: carried out to henefit the produetion
of vi‘rus fruits, Within the last three vears
the Flarvey peeple have been keen on irri-
esation because they have changed their
method of farming and have gone in more
for pastures. Now with the aid of irriga-
tion thev ean carry three times the number
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of cows that they earried before. Hon. mem-
bers have said that settlers have heen per-
tuarbed over the Collie irvigation scheme. T
should like to remitud members that before
any irvrigation can be undertaken there must
be a petition signed by at least 66 per cént.
of the ratepavers, 1 know of ne place where
there was more agitation about this parti-
cular «uestion than in the Collie area. A
section of people produced a petition
against the svstem and atrerwards signed an-
other petition in favour of it. The Collie
irrigation scheme iz no conneetion with the
Harvey scheme but ihere are some people
theve opposed to it prineipally because they
have large holdings, and also because they
will have to adopg different wmethods to get

the best results out of irvigation. As far
as Collie is concerned, ne rate will he

charged for three yvears: after thai the land
will be rated. As a result of my investiga-
tions 1 believe that this will prove to he
one of the best sources of expenditure, aml
eventually the population there will be in-
crenzed fourfoid.  Regmiding the Harvey
cut, at the end towards the sea work extend-
ing over a millien and a quarter yards has
heen done. All thiz is in sand. Some of
the sand banks are 50 fect deep. In earry-
ing out the work we have used light tvam-
ways, and horses and drvays, and a large
number of men has been engaged on the
work., I say now that had it not heen for
the question of unemployment, the whole of
the undertaking would have been carried out
with dragline elevators. After all it has
provided emplovment for quite a large
namber of men. When it comes to the land
cnd there will be only seven miles to do, re-
presenting halt o willion yards io take
out. My engineers advise that owing to the
difference in the suetion of the soil and
where the sand has only to he shovelled out,
it is not advisable to do that work by hand
Inbour, The member for Avon {Mr, Grif-
fiths) spoke about the Merredin main. Tn-
fortunately my department looks at it from
the point of view that if we spend any
money shall we get any more revenue? This
will not give any more revenue, but I siill
hope that the job will be done. Several
members referred to the question of school
grounds. The Public Works Department
carries out the job, but T have to wait te be
told to do it hy the Edueation Department,
We eannot do it, however, unfil meney is
availahle, The member for Forrest (Miss
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Holiman) mentioned the Brunswick scheme.
There is 1 small scheme at Brunswick to-day
where water is laid on for stock purposes.
1t naturally follows that when the irrigation
seheme is laid down and water is ronning
past the door, the people will not want the
schewe, but they will be asked to pay for it,
Mention has ulse been made of the altera-
tions in the Labour Department, Thesce al-
terations relate ro timber inspeetors, it being
considered advisable that they should he
transferred to the Forests Department.
What is happening fo-day I do not know,
Reference was made 1o the Seaffolding De-
partment. 1t is still there, but the point is
that the department did return a reasonable
profit. The Factories and Shops Department
shows a loss and the question arose whether
we should inerease the e¢harges nnder the
Factories and 8hops Aet in order to make
up the deficieney. It is my opinion that the
depurtment should pax for itself. The
charges are low as ecompared with those in
the other States. I think I have replied now
to all the gnestions raised by members.

Item, Direetor of Works and Buildings,
half salary reconped hy Pnblic Works De-
partment to Main Reads Department, £5682:

Hon. P. .COLLIER: I do not know
whether I would be in order, bnt I should
like to diseuss the question of expenditure
on main roads a liftle further. T know that
until the past two vears, the whaole of the
proposed work for the wear was placed De-
fore the House and there was on it the full-
est diseussion. Tt s unsatisfactory to know
that whilst the programme of work will in-
volve the emplovment of 2,000 men, as the
Minister indicated, and that that may con-
tinue throungh the finaneial vear, the House
will not be afforded an opportunity of dis-
cussing the work. T hope the Minister will
place a small item on the Loan Estimates
so that the Opposition way he given the
ehance to disenss the programme for the vear.
The Minister will then be able to give us
some informalion ahout the works it is
intended to carrv out during the present
finaneial year. Tf the Minister will agree
to provide the opportunity, the Committee,
I am sure, will he satisfed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I had
the programme here, hut before waiting for
the Loan Estimates I enn put up a propoesal
showing the works it is proposed to carry
out during the remainder of the vear. 1



|8 Noveuser, 1932.]

cun lay that on the Table and will provide
the opportunity to diseuss it on the Loan
Fastimates.

Ttems 6-54, Salaries generally, £18,438:

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 do not know
whether the amount of salaries appearing
opposite each officer’s title ineludes the per-
centage reductions or whether the figures
show the classified salary. The individual
items are set out. For instance, there is the
Engineer for Harbour< and Rivers, £768,
the Hydraulic Engineer, £768, and the En-
ginger for Water Suapply, £682, and then
included in the other 49 is one officer ag
£800, which is n greater salary than that of
any of the three T have just mentioned. Ts
that £800 less the finaneial reduction? If so,
it will bring the officer’s salary down to an
amount below thoze that I quoted at first.
T do not know who the officer is, but he ap-
pears to hold a more important position
than either of the three I have mentioned.
Tf that is so, it is strange that he should he
included in a bunch of 49. T notice that one
officer receives £580 inclusive of a special
allowance of £100 a year.  WWhat is the
special allowance for? Ten other engineers
receive £238 inclnsive of a special allowance
of £48 per annum. Doubless there is some
anstifieation for it, but ten seems to he =
large number to he in receipt of a special
allowanee of £48.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In last
vear’s Estimates the position was relatively
the same. The officer on £300 has heen
advanced from £776, due to an increment.
The special allowances wonld be paid to en-
eincers away from home. Recently some
alterations have been made in the depart-
ment.  For instanece, the land resumption
officer is now acting in charge of the local
zovernment office.

Hon. P. Collier: The officers I have men-
tioned are in the engineering branch.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [ am
afraid T eannot explain the matter at the
moment.

Hen. A. MeCallum: What is the £800%

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do not
know.

Hon. P. COLLTIER: It is unusual to have
an officer bunched in 49 and receiving a sub-
stantially higher salary than the three prin-
cipal officers, who are the heads of various
branches. T do not know whether there has
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been a reclassification of individual members
of the engineering staff. It is open to the
Public Service Commissioner to reclassify
any officer at any time considered necessary.
In last year’s Estimates the first of the
group of officers was shown at a salary be-
low that of the semior officers. I do not ex-
pect the Minister to be possessed of detailed
information about every officer, but the one
in question must be doing important work
to he getting a higher salary than the other
threee. 1 do not know of any engineer
superior fo those three, except the Director
of Works himself. Tt seems as if some
officer has been fortunate. 1f that is so, he
shonld he shown nunder a separate item. and
not included with 48 others whose salarivs
range down to a comparatively low figure.

Ttem, Form 35, new appointments,

AMr. MARSHALL: How did it come ahonut
that the Government expended £702 wnder
this item last year?

The Minister for Works: That was last
vear's expenditure.

Mr, MARSHALL: There was no vote last
vear, hut in spite of that the Government
spent £702.

The Minister for
somnething new fo me.

Mr. MARSHALL: We are entitled to
know how the taxpayers’ money is to be
expended, and the Government should not
spend money without Parliament knowing
of it, and without the Minister being ablz
to give the reason,

The Minister for Lands: The item would
represent transfers from the State Sawmills,
ete.

Works: Form 35 is

Item, Rents for office accommodation,
mining registrars’ quarters, police quarters,
pensioners’ allowances in lien of quarters,
ete., £2,530.

Mr. PIESSE: The police quarters ot
Katanping are inadequate. In the good
days plans were prepared for more up-to-
date accommodation for poliee, lands, and
other departments, but unfortunately it was
not provided. Tt is proposed to make addi-
tions to the police quarters, and I hope Im-
mediate consideration will be given fo the
matter because, to have five men occupying
an office 12 x 14 feet iz unhealthy and effi-
ciencv is sacrificed,
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Item, Perth Government House and Al-
bany Government Coitage, ineidental includ
ing maintenance of houses, outbuildmgs,
drainage, furniture and fittings, china, glass-
ware, ete., also fuel and light, water and
sanitation, £330,

Mr. SLEEMAN: Tt is remarkable to find
this item on the Estimates in view of the
assurance that no Governor would be ap-
pointed this year. I understand that the
Water Supply Department wounld not charge
for water used.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, it would.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Then it is a matter of
iaking the money out of one pocket and
puiting it in the other. T there is to be
nobodvy at Government House, little water
wiil he used.

The Minister for Lands: We must keep
the gardens going.

Mr, SLEEMAN: The money conld be
better spent than in providing china and
glassware.

The Minister for Lands: We c¢an guar-
antee it will not he spent on china and glass-
ware this year.

Mr. SLEEMAN: To make sure that it
will ngt be so spent, T move an amend-
ment—

That the item be struck out.

Sitting suvpended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Leader of the Opposition asked me one or
two questions hefore the tea adjournment
and T have since rung up the Under Secre-
tary, who informs me that the amount of
£800 was provided for the Chief Mechanical
Engineer, Mr. Shaw. The other item relat-
ing fo new appointments refers to a Trens-
ury form that has to be filled in to show
the new men who have heen employed dur-
ing the year. If an officer has to go on
leave, or is sick, it 15 necessary to utilise
the services of some other officer in his place
and the item referred to ecovers that posi-
tion, YVith regard to the vice-regal resi-
dence at Albany, for which £330 is provided,
a carefaker is employed there but he does
not receive any pay. We have to provide
firewood, heating, sanitary service and water
and effect minor repairs and renovations.
The same applies in conneetion with Gov-
ernment House at Perth. Under the head-
ing of minor repairs and renovations, at
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hoth residences £55 was spent last year,
while £235 was spent in providing firewood,
heating, lighting, water and sanitary ser-
viee, those fwo headings aceounting for the
total shown in the Estimates of £330.
Mr. SLEEMAN: It seems peenliar that
the Government should employ a man at
the Albany residence and pay him no wages,

The Minister for Lands: He merely lives
in the house as a caretaker hut works out-
side.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I object to these cosis
being charged against the Governor's estab-
lishment, parvticularly in view of the faect
that some of this expenditure seemed to be
covered under the enrlier item relating to
the Governnor's establishment, and also in
another item relating to recoups to the Met-
ropolitan Water Supply. I do not think
it is necessary to have a man employed
at Albany, hecause the residence should be
disposed of.

The Minister for Lands: You could not
sell the property if yon wanted fo.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Government counld
get rid of the property if they desired to do
50. They eould put Government House,
Perth, to hefter use, particnlarly in view of
the Premier's assurance that it is not likely
that a Governor will be appointed this year.
That means that there will not be one for
several years.

The Minister for Lands: The Lieut.-Gov-
ernor has offices there.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is not necessary lo
maintain Government House for the private
secretary or for the policeman on duty there.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Labour, £3,779—agreed to.

This econeluded the Estimafes of the Min-
ister for Public Works and Lahour.

Department of Chief Secretary (Hon. C.
F. Baxter, Minister).

Hon. C. (. Latham, Minister for Lands,
in charge of the Estimates.

Vote—Chief Secretary, £12,573:

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon,
C. G. Latham—York) [7.36]: The Chief
Secretary’s department covers a number of
social services.
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Mr. Marshall: Do you still impose that
charge on kangaroo skins?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That has
heen taken off. The Votes covered by the
Chief Secretary’s departmenu include the fol-
lowing :—Chief Secwelary, £12.373; Alor-
igines, £11,000: Fisheries, £3,407: Registry
and  Friendly Societies, £9,627; Gaols,
£25,824: Harbowr and Light and Jotties,
£17021: Lunaev and Tnebriates, £89,270:
and the Observatory, £1,409, making a total
of £170,131. The Vote shows an increase,
hut that is larzely dune to the fact that less
money is being collected by the Lunacy De-
partinent than formerty. The necessity for
that aroze hecause, in these davs, people are
not able to provide for patients ir private
institutions and are foreed to send them to
the Huspital for the Tnsane at Claremout.
If hon. members desive any information, 1
will Furnish it in respect of anyv items that
may bhe mentioned. 1 do not think there is
any neeessity to indulge in a long speech
in introducing the Estimates.

HON. J. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoorlie)
[7.38]: T understond the Minister to say
that the deerease in vevenue had arisen
through the inability of relatives to pay for
patients in the instifution. Ts there any
lezal oblization upen those people to make
such contributions?

The Minister for Lands: Yes, as far as
they can,

Hon, J. CUNNIXGHAM: What is that
oblization?

The Minister for Lands: It is a charge
against them that is recoverable in the ordin-
ary wayv,

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: If 2 man is on
sustenance to-day and his father is in the
institution. what is the position?

The Minister for Lands: We eannot do
anything with people in that position.

Hon, .J. CCNNINGHAM: But the ofiil-
cials of the Lunacy Department are send-
ing aut notives to people and harassing them
althourh thev know that the individuals to
who thev send them are in receipt of sus-
tenance. The notices continue to he sent
out and_the debit= are mounting up. It is
woiryving these people. I am not satisfied
that there is any legal ohligation upon them
to pav, althongh there mayv be a moral ob-
livation. Seeing that many of these people
cannot arford to provide for their wives
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and families, they should not be expected
to pay the amounts for which accounts are
sent to them. Ave these amounts to be al-
lowed to aecumulate, and will the persons
concerned he expected to liguidate them
should they secure regular employment?

MR. SLEEMAN: (Fremantle) [7.-H)]:
The time has arrived when the Lunacy Act
should he placed in the melting pot, for
Amendments are ecertainly regquired. People
are being syueezed to-day to their utmost,
and provision should be made whereby peo-
ple, who are unfortunate enough to have
relative in the Hospital for the Insane,
should be relieved of the responsibility for
paywment towards the upkeep of the patiuﬁfs.
In normal times no onc in receipt of the
basic wage should be expected to pay sueh
amounts week in week out, because the
patient in the institution is not like a patient
at a hospital who is likely to leave the in-
stitution in a month or so. Unfortunately,
the patients in the asylum are in many in-
stanees there for life and their velatives
should not he expected to pay towards their
upkeep indefinitely. We should determine
just who should, and who should not, be
required to make those payments. For my
part, I would not mind if people who can
well afford to do so were requited to eon-
trihute swnething towards the upkeep of
their relatives in the institution, but relief
should he afforded those not so fortunately
situated.

MR, McLARTY (Murrav-Wellington)
[743]: 1 hope the Minister will explain
what is intended with reference to the in-
stitution at Whithy Falls. As a result of
the Minister's visit some time ago, extensive
improvements have been carried out and no
doubt that work wasg fully justified. The
property is capable of still greater improve.
ment. It embraces some fine eountry and it
propevly worked, could provide for much
of the requirements of the asylum at Clare-
mont. Much of the land could be irrigated
without dilficulty and potatoes and other
vegetables, fruit of different types, and other
foods-tulfs could he profitably grown there.
The property could also he used extensively
for dairving and it would make a consider-
ulile difference, if properly developed and
managed, to the upkeep of the inmstitution
at Claremont. T notice that in the annual
report uf the Inspecior-General, he refers



1642

to the Claremont institution. ln eonnection
with Whithy, the report goes on to say that
in that institution there ave 33 patients of a
harmless type whe are doing very useful
work, That property being so well situ-
w'ed, I should say it is ideal for the harmless
tvpe of patient, who can fill in bis time
and interest himsel! by doing useful work.
I hope the Minister will tel} the House what
it is intended to do at Whitby in the future.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [747]:
Tt is wrong for the GGovernment to pursue
relatives of those who have the mistortune
to be committed to the Claremont Asylum
and other institutions of a like character.
I agree that those relatives whose ineome
iz sufliciently large should be asked to sub-
seribe something towavds the support of
very close relations who happen to be in-
mates of these institutions. There is a
resident of Victoria Park, a voung fellow
and a member of a very large family,
whose mother iz an inmate of the Clare.
mont Asylum. This young man learnt the
trade of boot repairing. He attempted to
gtart himself in that business, and te an
extent succeeded, when the depresszion hit
him. As he knows me, he always ap-
proaches me when he receives the ordinary
cireular which is very frequently sent to
him by the secretary of the asylum re-
questing information as to his financial
position and his ability to pay for his
mother's maintenance at the institution.
While T do not say the secrctary coerces
relatives to pay, he certainly does perse-
vere. He is very persistent. However, he
must know that there is no possible hope
of this voung man’s finaneial position im-
proving, and T respectfully suggest he is
a little too persistent. The last time this
lad eame to me he threatened to throw
himself into the Swan River because he
was so badly affected by the continual re-
ceipt of these communications from the
secretary of the asylum. T suggest that
too much effort is made to endeavour to
gollect payments from people who cannot
afford to make them, and who, as far as
I can see, never will be able to afford to
make them. This young man got married
just hefore the depression. He has a fam-
ily and, as T said, started a business. The
depression kit him very severly indeed,
bot yet the letters arrive wanting to know
if hig financial position is improved. As a
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matter of faet, it iy getting much worse.
In cases sueh as this, the muintenance of
the inmates of the asylum iz an obligation
which the State shonld shoulder. 1t is
wrong to be continually reminding people
that they have relatives who are inmates
of asylums, It is bad enough for a person
to realise the faet himself, without being
continually reminded of it in this way.
The Government should see that those
people are not persecuted, so to speak, in
the future ns they have been in the past.
God knows the struggle to exist iz had
enough without their being subjecled to
inquisitorial examinations as to their finan-
eial position, which in most cases i3
gradually getting worse,

HON. A. McOCALLUM {South Fremantle)
[7.50]: I would like the Minister to explain
what the intention of the Government is in
regard to the position of the superintendent
of the Fremantle prison. 1 understand the
present ocenpant has reached the retiving
age, and that applications are being called
for the position. I hope that those in the
service will he given the opportunity of
promotion. There is one instance where a
previous Government imported a superin-
tendent hecause they eonsidered there was no
one in the service capable of filling the
post. [ do not think anyone whe s
acquainted with what happened then will
suy that that is the case now. It was after-
wards proved that an error had been made,
that there were many capable nen in
the serviece. All sorts of rumours are eur-
rent of the Government’s intention fo ap-
peint someone from outside. I do not know
if there is any truth in them. Our officers
have had long experience and have given
good service to the Siate, und T hope the
Government will agree with the poliey that
those in the service shall be given prefer-
ence when the appointment is made. T
would also like to know from the Minister
what the Government’s poliey is with re-
spect to the Observatory. T understand
pegotiations have heen proceeding for the
Commonwealth to take over the Ohservatory.
While 1 would he glad to learn of the sue-
cess of those negofiations, I would e verv
sorry indeed if the Government transferred
to the Commonwealth the beautiful site
upon which the Observatory stands.

The Minister for Lands: The Government
will not do that.
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Hon, A MeCALLUM: I am glad to know
that. The Commonwealth Government tried
te wet that site from us when we were in
office, but we declined to consider their re-
quest.  Aecording to newspaper reports, the
Commonwealth Government have agreed to
take over all ohservatories and to keep two
of them going, one on the eastern coast
of Australia and one here. There are
many sifes around Perth which would be
just as snitable, T am told, for this work,

The Minister for Lands: We have set
azide a site in the hills for them.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Have the Com-
nonwealth Government agreed to that?

The Minister for Lands: No. The Com-
monwealth Government are not taking over
the Observatory at the moment.

Hon, A, MeCALLUM: I would like to
hear from the Minister exactly what the
_position is. A mistake was made which we
dizcovered cuite by aecident when we took
over office. Without the eonsent of Parlia-
ment, it was arranged to transfer to the

Commonwealth portion of that site.  The
Commonwenalth  Government fought very

Lard to secure the whole of it. T was a little
anxious, seeing that they had agreed to take
over the Observatory, that they would press
for a transfer of the whole of the site,
which undoubtedly is the pick of this city.
However, | am glad to hear from the Minis-
ter that the Govermnent are not agreeing {o
the transfer of the site. We have it on re-
cord that when the Giermans eame here to
make ohservations they did not go to the
hill tops: they went to Bayswater, along-
side a swamp,

The Minister for Lands: Perhaps because
they were eloser to the city and could get
more reliable information npon subjects they
wanted to make inquiries about.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: T am not imput-
ing ulterior motives to them at all. No one
would gainsay that the Germans are as pro-
ficient in this work as any ofher nation.
Thev whnne here in order fo obtain certain
particulars, but they did not find it necessary
to go to high altitudes. The Germans are
not singular in this respect, as that has been
the case im many other parts of the world.
1f a site is set apart for the Commonwealth
Government in the Darling Range, T will
not ohject to that: but T certainly object to
the Government transferring to the Com-
wmonweallh the present Observatory sife.
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Member: They might make a miniature
Canberra of it.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: T rose to speak be-
cause of the Commonwealth persisting in
their atfitude that they would not take over
the Observatory in this State unless the site
upon which it was erected was transferred
t+ them.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [7.35]): 1 am
very much interested in the matter of the
prison vote. T was sorvv to hear of the
rumounr that an outsider was likely to he
sclected to fill the position of Superinten-
dent of the gnol. [ must admit, however,
that T had not heard that rumounr hefore,
and I hope there is no foundation for it
For some time | was associated with the
Fremantle prison and during that time I
lenrned to appreciate very highly indeed the
work of My, Badger, the Superintendent.
He 1= a very capable man, full of homan
sympathy, and at the same time possessed
of sound common sense. MMr. Badger is and
always has heen an officer upon whom the
utmost reliance could be placed. T noticed
that the prisoners had a verv great vegard
for Mr. Badger, and I do not think uny
man could exert a better influence over pris-
oners than the present superintendent. Tn-
fortunately, the years pass by and age comes
on. To oll appearances Mr, Badger iz still
a young man (he is certainly verv vigorons)
and T deeply regret the decision that has
heen arrived at in regard to his retirement.
There is no doubt the State owes a great
deal to him, Tlhose who have passed through
the Fremantle prison are particularly in-
debted to him. Mr. Badeger was always
most sympathetic and helpful in the estab-
lishment of the prison farm at Pavdelup.
His work there has heen of the greatest
value. Referring to the matter of his sue-
cessor, T am aware that there are in i{he
ranks of the officers men who are qualified
to succeed Mr. Badger, but at the same time,
as I have said, T am certain there is no one

“who ean improve upon the manner in which

he has discharged his duties. T desire to
place on record my personal appreciation
of Mr. Badger. I have a very great respect
indeed for that gentleman beeause of his
sound =ense, his sympathy. his firmness and
his character, all of which has heen reflected
in the altered attitude and altered outlook
of manxy prisoners who have served
tences at Fremantle and elsewhere.

CI1-
Tn re-
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gard to the Mospilal for the Insane, I
notice a very small sum has heen provided
for the upkeep of the buildings and I doubt
whether it is wise that so small an amount
should be allocated for that purpose. The
actual figure is mentioned in the Estimates
for the Works Department, but 1 do not
think 1 am out of order in referring to it
here. Apart from that, there is another
watter, namely, inonotony of diet at the
Hospital for the Insane. I think we might
very properly ask that an improvement he
inade in that respect. Some years ago it
was customary at brief intervals to provide
soime fruit for the inmates. Tt was arranged
that one of the inspectors of the Depart-
ment of Agricnlture would at a time of
glut in the markets purchase supplies of
[ruit for thoze people. Of course it means
some expense, hut even at sueh a time as
this I think that practice should he revived
and nmaintained. 1 have been advised that
the food is shockingly monctonons, that the
cakes and scones previously supplied on
Sundays are not now available. The fullest
sympathy should be extended to those un-
fortunate inmates of the Hospital for the
Tnsane, and T hope it will he possible for
the Minister coneerned to effect some im-
provement in the dietary.

MR. PIESSE (Katanning) [81]: I
should like to know whether (he Minister
can inform us as to the intentions of the
Government regarding the Carrolup settle-
ment for natives and half-castes of the Grreat
Southern distriet. Some yenrs ago it was
hoped to re-establish that native settlement
on the Great Southern, hut the opposition
by the settlers was in strong evidence and
50 it was decided not {0 go on with the pro-
posal to ve-open it. But I remind the Gov-
ernment of the urgent neceszity for doing
something for those unfortunate people,
numbering nearly 2,000 between Beverley
and Albany.

The Minister for Lands: Not nearly so
many as that.

Mr. PIESSE: Most of those people are
workless and have to depend upon susten-
ance from the Aborigines Department. If
there is one duty devolving npon the Ciov-
ernment, it is the protection and ecare of the
ahorigrines. 1 am nat going to say the de-
partment have not done their best for them.
for I have proof that they are cared for as
well as possible.  Through police agency
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they ave pretty well protected, and any eases
brought under notice are promptly dealt
with. But there are many voung men, haif
castes and aborigines, who have no trades
at their fingers’ end and =0 are unable to
get work in the agrienltural distriets; and
while sustenance velief work has been
provided for white people out of work,

the aborigines are not eligihle for that
assiztanee, Dbut have to depend oen-
tirvely on the Aborigines Department.
There® is grave danger in not edneat-

ing the half-castes, The full blooded aho-
rigines are fast dying ount, but the half-
eastes are inereasing in number and unless
there be laid down a definite poliev of edu-
cating those people and teaching then some
trade or useful ‘work, we shall find within
the next 10 or 20 vears they will become a
menace to and a charge npon the State. Not-
withstanding the privations they have had
to suffer during the last two years, most
of those men have proved law-abiding and
peaceful, but we do not know what will hap-
pen if they are allowed to roam ahout the
bush quite uneontrolled. Tt is disconcerting
in the extreme to find in the native camps
that many of the women are almost white.
Quite recently T was revolted to see an al-
most white woman married to an aboriginal.
I have discussed this matter with the Pro-
Lector of Aborigines, who tells me he has no
control over the half-castes hecause they do
not come within the definition of “abori-
gines.”  While he iz anxious to segregute
them, he eannot do so for want of funds.
Since the Carrolup settlement, which was
established for that purpose, was closzed
some vears ago it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to set up a similar settlement
in some other part of the Great South-
eri. It would bhe wrong to send tho-e
ratives away to another district where
they would mnever be happy, but would
pinec  for their own country where
they were born. I hope the Mmnister
will he able to tell us the Government are
seriously considering this matter and are not
prepared. to leave it to the goodwill of the
local people to undertake the eare of the
half-castes and look after them. The Gov-
ernment cannot too early embark upon an-
other native settlement. Whatever the state
of the finances, I sav the money should be
fortheoming for this purpose. If Western
Australia has anvthing to bhe ashamed of, it
is the way the aborigines have heen treated
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on the whole.  There has been no definiie
policy laid down, and to a large extent the
natives have heen dealt with in haphazard
fashion instead of their care being an obli-
gation on the State,

MR. J. I. MANN (Beverley) [89]): In
the Great Southern distriets ihe halt-
caste question is becoming very serious.
At Beverley and Brookion there are many
families of half-castes and they are ineveas-
ing rapidly with an average birth rate per
family of six or seven.

Mr. Panton: What, per annum ?

Mr. J. I. MIANN: No, it is not nuite as
bad as that. And unfortunately they are
hecoming whiter each year. Certainly it
is a problem the Government will have
to face. It has beenr said by medieal men
that with a fosion of the white race and
the aboriginal race the children become
whiter from generafion to generation, and
there is no throw-back., Certainly there
should be a native settlement somewhere
in the district, becanse at present they
are all living on native rations, a pittanee
of tea, sugar and flour, and have developed
the lazy habit of not hunting, as they de
when in their wild stute. Theyv are with-
out oeccupation and unedueated, and un-
less they are handled by a system of com-
pounds or native settlements, so that they
may oeccapy their time by earning their
daily bread, we shall inevitably have sert-
ons trouble with them. On the question of
the retirement of the Superintendent of
the Fremantle Gaol, I hope the (lovern-
ment will be most careful in the selection
of his suecessor. According to Mr. Bad-
er’s own evidence the number of real
eriminals in the Fremantle gaol is very
small. He holds the theory that when a
man has merely mnade a slip it is only right
that endeavours should be used to set him
hack on the right path. Mr. Badger has
done remarkable work in helping to bring
those people back, and has played an im-
portant part in the settlement at Pardalup,
where the men are much better off in the
open air than they would be within the
prison. T sincerely hope that before Mr.
Badger s metired a thoroughly suoitable
man will be found to fill his place, and that
Mr. Badger will be allowed to remain in
office for some time in order that he might
serve a5 a gunide to his successor. We have
heard to-night of the over-taxing of our
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azylune. 1t is strange that we bhave not
delved further inte this question of in-
Fanity., One  woukd  imagine that in
this age of seience our medical men would
have suceeeded in putting a stop to the
spread of lunaey, which is hereditary in
so many families. The people of the world
will have to realise that the day of steri-
lisation of the unseund musi come. Some
people regard it as a shocking subjeet. We
endeavour to raise the standard of our
farm stock as high as possible, but when
il comes to humans we allow indiserimi-

. mite marriages of the unsound, and deplor-

ably  childien are bred inio the world
with that wnfortunate steain  in  them.
The day wmust come when thai pro-

blem will have to be fuced. Most doctors
agree as (o that being the position. 1t is
necessary o face that problem in order
to save the enormwus toll of the humarn
race due to insanity. Such unfortunatce
peaple must be cared for and looked after,
whether they have any hope of recovering
their senses or not.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York—in reply) [8.16]:
Before the Hospital for the Insane ean be
made free to patients it will.be necessary to
alter the law., People who ean afford to pay
for their relatives to be kept there, should
he made to pay. T do not know any people
who have heen harassed to the extent re-
ferred to hy members.

Heon, .J. Camningham: T de.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: There
mav he people who will not write to the
department, and say what financial position
they are in.

Hon. J. Cunningham: The department
want people to write to them every week.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: If the
hon, member will zive me the information
disclosing that position, T will see that the
practice is discontinued. T do not know of
anything of that kind being done.

Hon. J. Cunningham: 1 do.{

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: If it was
thonght that the relatives could pay, they
would bhe called upon to pay. We write off
tremendous sums every year. Last vear less
than one-third of what it cost to Tun the in-
stifution was collected.

Mr. Marshall: Yon were lucky to eet thad
mueh.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some
people pay considerable sums to keep their
relatives in the institution. An agreement is
entered into, and if the relative says he will
pay four or five gnineas a week, he should
do so. If there are any cases of harassing.
we will make sure that the practice is dis-
continwed, hut we must collect all the rev-
enue we ¢an from those who are able to pay
it,

Mr. Marshall: The average wage-earner
cannot afford fo pay.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T do not
think many people of that sort are called
upon to pay., We have had to write off
£20,000 or £30,000, which is a lot of money.
Becaunse of the unfortunate finanecial posi-
tion the people are facing, it is more diffeuhl
now to get them to meet their obligations,
T do not want members to be worried by this
sort of thing, and it is no pleasure to me to
hear them. The member for Murrav-Wel-
lington asked what it was proposed to do
with Whithy, That is a valuable piece of
land, and we have not been gelting the best
use out of it in the past. Tt wns hoped ws
would be able to provide some of our insti-
tutions with all the milk that was required.
It is now thought that the land at Whithv
can be put to hetter use hy growing vege-
tables upon it. T ean hardly believe the
member for Swan desives to refleet upon the
visiting ecommittee which reports to this
House quarterly. So far, no comments have
heen made eoncernine the feeding of the in-
mates of the institution,

Mr. Sampson: The Minister will find a
referen~e to that in a recent report.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T do
not think there is much reason to complain
ahout the food supplies in these institutions.
The ruestion will, however, he bronght under
the notice of the controller, who ought to he
the hest judge of the position. He is not
directed as to how he should feed his in-
mates. We believe in his being given o
liberal supply of food and clothing. In
the early part of the year a conference was
held between Commonwealih and State Min-
isters with a view to seeing whether the over-
lapping in Ohservatory matters could not be
prevented. Tt was thought that Australia
did not require an observatory in each State,
and that two would suflice, Oune was chosen
for Canberra, and one was to go to some
other part of Australia. Perth happened to
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he ihe place selected. When it was found
that new buildings would have to be erected,
T think the authorities turned their attention
elsewhere. The matter has been left to a
committee for inquiry and report to the Fed-
eval Government. I agree this is a national
and not a State matter, and it onght to be
a responsibility of the Federal Government.
T nssure the member for South Fremantle
that no arrangement that has been made
provides far n {ransfer of our land. A
Mock has been set aside near the Nationai
Park in the Darling Ranges. T think the
reason why the Federal Government have
nunt heen anxions to take over the Ohserva-
tory is heeause of the need for putiing up
new huildines. There is no need tn fear
that onr land will he given away. From
the point of view of Australia this State,
heeanze of its geographical situation, is
more suifable for an  ohservatory than
any  other part of the Commonwealth.
With referenee to the appolutment of a
saperinfendent of eanls. My, Badeer has
now reached the age of 66, Tie has, there-
tore. heen retired. and applications are heing
invited to fill the position. T howe his sue-
cessor will he as good a man as Mr. Badger.
I cannot tell members who is likely fo he
appointed. The Government at present have
no kuowledee of anv person who max he
applying for the post.  Applieations will be
invited very soon, and possibly members will
have an opportunity of learning who the ap-
pointee is hefore we go into recess. T do not
know whether the successor to Mr, Badger
will he appointed from within the serviee
or not.  Whoever is appointed will find it
diffienlt to follow Mr. Badeer., He must
have that sympathetic outlook which the pre-
vious holder of the position is eredited with
having, and must have power to discipline
the community under him. T hope whatever
appointment is wade will be in the hest
interests of those who are confined to gaol.
I resent the remarks made by the member
for Katanning concerning the treatment
meted out to abovigines, He said that West-
ern Australia should be ashamed of itself.
Tn no State of Australia are the natives het-
ter treated than thev are in this State. Of
course, it is diffienlt to control every white
man who happens to be in the vicinity of
natives living under natural conditions.
Western Australians as a people have, how-
cver, plaved the game in respect to the
treatment of this race. Under the Consti-
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fution Aect we are bound 1o provide for the
aborigines, and we are doing se. The hon.
wemher wants to know whether theze peo-
ple are 10 he hou-ed in =tone or hrick build-
ings.  Their nemadic instinets foree them
tu o out of bnildings. Even in the North
the nur~es in the hospitals have told me that
A nigeer would get out of bed in order to
die oa the floor. The natives do not like the
bousing conditions of our eivilisation, Tt is
dilfieult to lift these people from their
natural surrounding= and make them con-
tented in artificial surronndings. I do no:
like a membher to sav that Wesfern Aus-
tralin ought to bhe azhamed of itself. As a
iact, we have nothing to be ashamed of in
onr trentment of the aborigines. T have met
them in the Sonth-West.  All thev wanted
was a sehool. Thev did not desire to be sent
hack to the place: whence they came. but
wished to he left free to live their nomadie
lives. Tt is diffieult to keep them in com-
pounds. The hon. member said there were
ng means of education for them. Such
means are provided at Quairading, where
there are two sisters belonging to the Aus-
tralian Inland Jission, who not only edu-
eate (e children, but look after them when
they ure sick, The nagives are happier in
their humpy homes, or mia mias, than they
are in any other dwellings. So far as we
can, we are providing them with food and
the neeessary clothing.  That is all we are
called upon to do. Tt is na use the men-
ber for Katauning thinking we can buy lanid
to be used as farms for these people. Cur
first duty is toward: our own race.

Mr. Piesse: There is no place where vou
have vet been successful,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Even af
the Moore River, the girls go back into the
world and the same trouble veeuvs. I think
it iz a wasie of time to attempt to tackle
that problem when we have greater onee
with regard to our own people. Novr do T
know whether it is possible to prevent the
half-caste  pepulation  from  inereasing.
There are very few ahorigines in the South-
West. T assure members that everythine
that can be done iz being done in the matter.

Vote put and passed.

Voltes—.\harigines, £11,000; Fisheries,
£3,007:  Registry of Friendly Societies,
£5627 : Gools., £25521; Harbouwr and Light
and Jetties, £17.021: Lunacy ond Tuebriates,
ES.270; Ohservatories. £1.400; agreed to.

Vote—Fduetion, 1233000 :

Department of the Minister for Edueation
(Hon, 7. A, L. Dary, Minister),

THE MINISTER TFTOR EDUCATION
(Hon. T. A. L. Davy—West Perth) [8.201:
On the subjeet of this vote there is no
frezh ground to break; it i35 mme or less
a repetition of last vear’s Estuuates. There
may, however, he some matters te which
hon. members mayx desire to refer and to
which T shall he pleased to supnly the neces-
SArY ANSWers,

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
78.31]: What 1 intend to say is not in the
nature of c¢riticism, but T should like to
nake a suggestion to the dlinister with
vegard to the special training in physical
culture that is given to the boys at the
Perth Central School, a training that has
resulted in that sehool winning on two
occasions the Stewart shield, a trophy,
competed for by every boys’ school in
the Commonwealth. The proposal I make
is thatl the services of fhe instruetors
should he otilised to a greater extent than
is done to-day. The poaition as 1 see it
is that a wonderful systemn has heen
evolved for the physical training of our
boys at that school, and a number of
teachers now have had more than one
vear's experience of the system of train-
ing the lads. It is time now, having won
the shield for two years—and incidentally
T think they ought also have won it in
the year when they did not compete—
that the instructors were distributed over
a wider area. For instance, there are six
important centres in the State and one
could be sent to each centre, places like
Kalgoorlie, Albany, Ceraldton, Bunbury
and so on.  Those instractors, in turn,
could train other teachers te carry on the
fine work that has heen done at the Perth
Bovs® School, The Minister is aware of
hut unfortunately it is all being done
bhut unfortunateely it is all heing done
at one school, and the children in other
rentre= are ontitled to the henefit of the
knowledge that is being imparted in Perth.
1f the insiruetors were sent to six othet
centres, next vear perhaps we would have
42 ftrained to carry on the work.
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HON. P, COLLIER (Buulder; (8.33]:
The expenditure last yesnr and the esti-
mated expenditure this vear shows a coan-
siderable reduction as compared with the
amount expended in the year 1929.30, no
fess a s than £137,000. [t is surprising
that the Government have been ahle tu
make such a big reduction. When I was
at the Treasury it was impressed upon
me by evervone associated with the Edu-
cation Department that the expenditure
then was down to bedrock, although T am
aware of the faet that over a period of
vears the expenditure had been inereasing
considerably. But now we have a very
severe reduction over a period of {wo
vears. The practieal elosing of the Teach-
ers’ College has, T suppose, assisted to
some extent, bat the figures show that that
amount is comparatively small. There haz
been a saving of several thousand pounds
on technical edumeation. T should like to
know whether the Teachers’ College is to
remain closed for anv considerable time,
and if the waiting list of teachers is suf-
ficient to supply the possible demands of
the department during the next year or
two, without there bheing any necessity for
the Teachers® College to he opened again.
I know., hecause of the requests made to
me, and T suppose ofher hon. imembers
have had similar requests, of a number of
those who rualified at the Teachers’ Col-
lege. but wheo, unfortunately, are not able
to secure appointments. T canndt say from
personal knowledge that primary eduea-
tion in the remoter parts of the State has
suffered because of the large reductions
that have heen effected in this department
Tf that were the case we should hear of it.
It may he considered also that the time
is inopportune to raise the question of the
leaving age for children. Having gone into
the matter myself while T was in office, T
know, of course, that to raise the leaving
age by even one vear will involve a econ-
siderable inerease in expenditure hecause
of the added accommodation that would
be required for the greater numher of
children who would continue at school
after arriving at the age of 14. I suppose
it is to-day, as it was in the past, a ques-
tion of finance, and J suzpest that the
Minizter might possibly make a eminmence-
ment, even if the poliey were not applied
all over the State. The commencement eonld
bhe mivle in seme cenfres where the accom-
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modatinn is already sufficient to meet the
reanirements of the greater number of ehild-
ven that would continue at schoo). There
are many who may not agree with me, but
I should prefer to sce n year cut off the
conumenvement age and added to the leav-
ing age. T do wmot think the child would
suffes at all by the commencing age being
made seven instead of six, which is the com-
pulsory age at present. Gxperience has
vhown that the child does not commence its
wors very seriously at the age of six, but
heginning at the age of seven it rapidly
overhnuis the progress made by those child-
ren who began at six vears.

dir, Corboy: The school age could he
inade trom seven to fifteen vears.

Hon. P. COLIIER: ! would prefes
seven ta 15 than six to 14, as at present, A
stinly of the edueation syvstems of the world
shows that Australia generally—perhaps 1
should speak for Western Australin—is far
iore bacrkward regarding compulsory educa-
tion than any other country of the world,
that is, as far as the compulsory age is con-
cerned. [n many of the eountries of Europe
the age is eompulsory up to 16 and even 17,
and in many of the States of Awerica the
compulsory age is 16, and i some instances
ahove 16.

Miss Holman: Tt is even 18 years in some
States.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. 1 know from
personal expericnce that the chilil’s baain
really begins to develop af 14, and that is
the year in which a youth imbibes more
knowledye than at anv other period. I know
that in the last vear T was at school 1 learnt
more in that one year than T did in
all the other vears. It is at that time that
a child's bhrain i= sufliciently developed lo
understand what is heing tanght, whereas
in the earlier. yvears knowledge is mostly
meehanically  acquired and quickly forgot-
ten. 1 should very mueh like to see the age
altered to 17, although T know just now it
is a question of finance. If, however, n
start could be made where the expense would
not be hig, then it should be made, more
particularly remembering that in these days
there are no openings for children who leave
school at the age of 4. Tn the unfortunate
position that exists throughout Avstralia to-
day there are 40,000 children leaving sehool
every vear. Just picture what will be the
fate of those 40,000 children that will leave
schon] next month for good, with no pos-
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sible avenue of employment awaiting them.
They will simply be thrown on the labonr
market, as it were, into a world that dou-
not seem to want them or even made pro-
vision to receive them. 1 know the Eduea.
tion bepartment does not turp children out
at the age of 14; they are not forced to
leave school at that age. They may stay
as long as they like. At the same time we
know that children, especially boys, at the
age of 14 are disinclined fo eontinue at
sehool so long as they know it is not com-
pulsory for them to remain after 14, and
it will assist the parents very much if it is
possible to keep the children there afier 14
[ hope it may be possible to do something
so that we may get into step with nearly
every other progressive eountry in the world.

MR. PAREER (North-East Fremantle)
[S-43]: 1 regret there is no item on the Fsti-
mates to cover the cost of educating the
deaf and dumb children.  The institution
that looks after those children is hard pressed
for money and finds it difficolt to keep go-
ing. The children arve well cared for. and
are extremely well instructed, but the diffi-
enlty is finance. People do not now sub-
seribe as they did in the past, and the hos-
pital tax is alwavs thrown in the teeth of
those who seek subseriptions. Certain peo-
ple seem to think that institutions like the
one in question come within the purview of
the hospitals tax, which is not the case.

Mr. Corboy: The same thing applies to
the blind children,

Mr. PARKER: Exactly. The edueation
of deaf and dumb children is a matter whieh
requives very careful attention, and those
who impart instruetion have to be specially
qualified teachers. [i certainly is wonderful
what is done for the children. A echill
roes there at the age of six and first has fo
be taught that it has a name and what the
name is. ’

The CHAIRMAN : [ think the hon. mem-
her should have discussed that under Mis-
cellaneous Services, henevolent grant to Deaf
and Dumb Tunstitution.

Mr. PARKER: Tt is true that a grant is
made for the general upkeep of the inst-
tution under thai item. but I should like
to see an item on the Estimates next vear
for the department to take over the educa-
tion of those children. The law of the coun-
fry provides that all children between the
ages of siX and 14 :hall attend school. Oh.
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viously a parent eannot send a deaf and
duwb child to a State school. For one thing
the Education Department have nat the
facilities to teach sueh a child, and further
it would bhe impossible for such a child to
attend. I should like to see the departinent
take over the cost of the education of the
deuf and dumb children.

HON. A. McCALLUM (South Fremantle}
[8.47]1; I jein with the Leader of the Op-
position in expressing fear at the amount
of the reduction in this vote, and I hope
that no matter what economies are forved
upon the Government. the edueation of the
voung will be the last to he substantially
cut. Al the indications point to the fact
that the struggle for existence will be
keener in the future than it has been in the
past, not only amongst individualz but
amongst nations. Tt will be not only the in-
dividual who is best equipped mentally that
will have the best chance, but the nation
whose people have their mental faculties
most highly developed, not only by primary
education but by technical education, will
be the nation to outstrip the others. Witk
the stressful times ahead, it should he the
last resort of the Glovernment to effect eco-
nomies by reducing the opportunities for
education. Enormons cuts have been made,
totalling £137,672, equal to 19.9 per cent. 1
do not know that any Government depart-
ment has suifered a heavier eut. The Edu-
cation Department is a non-revenue-produc-
ing department, and it i3 the kind of ex-
penditure with which the State caunot af-
ford to be parsimunions. T have been en-
deavouring to nscertain just where the sav-
ings have heen effected.

The AMinister for Education: Under the
Financial Emergeney Aect, reduction of
teachers’ salaries.

Hon. A. McCALLUXM: Is that ail?

The Minister for Education: Practically
all.

Hon, A, McCALLUM: There have h.en

other cuts. The Training College has been
closed, and that shows there has rut been
expansion to provide outlets for tenchers.

New schools are not heing opcaed.

Mr. Hegney: The eontinuation classes
bave been closed.

Hon, A. MeCALLIIM: Yes., I felt dis-
appoinfed when tbe Minister nttered hardly
half a dozen words in introducing his Fsti-
mates.
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Mr. Kenneally: His experiences of ex-
plaining lately have not heen too happy.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM : There is no activ-
ity more important than edueation; there
i= no greater responsibility on the Govern-
wment than the education of the people. Other
nations are not restricting edueation; they
are extending it. The leaving age in most
countries has heen raised during recent
veurs, I do not suppose there is any other
nation to compare with Gevmany for the
technical instruction imparied, and I think
the leaving auge there is higher than in
most other countrics. The leaving age in
Germany has certainly bheen raised, and the
facilities for imparting technical education
have been extended. |f Australia is to have
a future and is to be able to meet the com-
petition of the world, our people must be
highly equipped mentally. If they have not
that knowledge, thev cannot expect to win
through. The old days of hlustering through
and trasting to luck have gone, Science is
applied in almost every walk of life, There
never was a time when science was applied
to industry to the extent that it is to-day,
aud in no eountry is science likely to help
development so much as in Australin. Take
gold-mining: some people consider that the
increase in the price of gold has been the
main factor in assisting the industry. No
doubt it has helped, but I venture to say the
latest scientifie inventions have done as much
as if not more than the inereased price of
gold to put the mdustry on a more satis-
factory footing. The agricultural industry
i in a had way. That is not econunon to
Australia; it applies the world over, and we
mnst have the best scientific knowledge ap-
plied to agriculture if the futmrve of the
conntry i3 Lo be assured.

The Minister for Agviculture: We will be
worse off without it.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Yes. I notice thatl
a young Western Awnstralian has returned
from abroad, and has been given an oppor-
tunity in the Minister’s department, where
he is likely to accomplish great things, We
have the youth and the brains, and there
is scope here for applied science that many
other countries do not possess. I regard the
figures with anxicty, and my fear is in-
ereased by the casual manner in which the
Minister introduced his Estimates.

The Minister for Edueation: There was
no change.
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Hou. A. MeCALLUM: Surely the posi-
tion called for some explanation. L believe
the department is well-staffed and well-con-
trolled, and the children have proved their
worth when given an opporfunity. - To
limit the expenditure on education is a
serteus matter. Since the teachers’ col-
lege has been closed. we arve entitled to
know what the outlook for the future is.
There must be a tnir pereentage of the
teachers reneling the retiring age each
vear, The population of the State has
decreased a little sinee the Government
took oflice, but I do not know that the de-
crease has been marked. We should know
whether the department is assured of »
supply of teachers to meet all demands
ahead, and whether the Government pro-
pose Lhat the teachers’ college shall remain
closed, T am anxious to know what is piro-
posed regarding the building of a high
sehool at Fremantle. Sueh a school has
been projected for vears. and 1 believe it
was next on the list fo he consiructed. A
magnificent site has heen reserved for this
school. There is no high school in the dis-
triet. and I understand that a high school
at Fremantle was intended te serve the
distriet, from Claremont down. The rues-
tion of enlarging schools at the Perth end
has been discussed and the children of
Fremantle have to travel to Perth. Tt
would be sounder to huild the Fremantle
sehool than o make additions to the Perth
sehonls.  Children could then receive their
education in their own town, and the lony
journey from Fremantle to Perth could he
saved. The Government have the 'and and
it is merely a questton of erecting the
building. Some time ago I dropped a hiut
regarding a small matter, but it has nor
been acted on. The Government are spend-
ing a large sum of money on sustenance,
paying men to work for the local authori-
ttes. The school grounds are in a shocking
condition. Why eannot those men be em-
ploved to put the school grounds in order.
There are school grounds in my distriet
that are not safe for the children to plav
on. Some have big limestone houlders pro-
jeeting and others are of loose sand. While
the Government pay men to do work tha:
would otherwise be undertaken by the locai
authorities, this work on their own pro-
perty is neglected, In some instaneez =
small expenditure would be required for
material. but T venture to say there was
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never =ueh an opportunity to get tbe work
dome economically. When times limprove
the Government will have fo find the
money for the material and pay wages in
addition. Now it simply means that the
Government will have to find the materials
oniy becansze thev are already paying the
necessary money to the local anthorities.
1 know there are other schools in adjoin-
ing electorates that require similar atten-
tion and I do not think there is one in my
clectorate that is not in a like position.
For that reason, the men on sustenance
could be emploved as I suggest with con-
siderable advantage.

MR, H W. MANN ([Perth) [9.1]: The
Leader of the Opposition mentioned that
40,000 children were leaving the schools of
Anstralin every yvear. Hitherto a large per-
centage of those were absorbed in industry
in the metropolitan areaz. Those avenues
are now closed to the lads. Two vears ago
i waited with others as a depntation on the
member for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan),
who was then Minister for Education, and
rcquested him to make provigion whereby
hoys and girls could be kept at school for
another year. He pointed out that the neces-
sary areomnodation was not available and
that while a larvee nwmber of children lefi
the schools each vyear, there was just as
large a numher who joined the schools annu-
allv.  He said it was as necessary to
bring in the xounger children as it was to
find accommodation for the elder ones who
then leaving school. James-street
school iz overcrowded, and cottages on the
opporite side of the street have been in usze
for a considerable time.

woers

The Minister Por Edueation: They have
heen used for more than ten wvears.

Mr. Ho W, MAXXN: And thev are over-
erowded now.

The Minister for Education: That is net
eorrect,

Mre. H. W, MANN: Tt is, but that is not
the point T wish to make. We find that
secondary indusiries eannot absorb the boys
who leave school each vear and that empha-
sises the fact that the one avenue open to
them for emplovment is that connected with
various forms of primary production. The
only means of edueation for the boys under
that heading that iz mentioned in the Esti-
maies iz the Narrogin State Farm School.
af which a limited number only can he dealt
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with. | suggest to the Minister that he
should consider taking over the State farm
at Avondale. Por a similar purpese. T do nét
know how mueh money woulit be required
to make the farm suifable to deal with the
cducation of our lads, but 1 think that farm
could he developed on a greater scale than
the Narrogin farm schoul so that a number
of boys could learn something abont prim-
ary production.

My, Griifiths:
wheat nt a loss,

Mr. H. WL MANX: That will not always
he the position. [f we are as capable as
fareign countries, we must he able to grow
wheat in competition with them, The only
avenuwe by whirh the State can progress is
hy way of primary production of commod-
ities that we ean sell overseas. We cannot
sell boots, blankets, or =uits of clothes over-
sens, but we can sell our meat, wool, wheat,
hutter and froit outside the Commonwealth.
Irrespective of whether we will grow wheat
at o loss or not. we must mnke advances
in our primary production in order to main-
tain our trade with the untions oif the
world. We must be able to produce oue
commodities uniter condiitons that will en-
able us to compete with foreign nations. As
to the question of producing at a loss now,
I am not prepared to argue that matter at
the moment, but 1 do suggest that the Gov-
ernment should give consideration to the
necessity for making provision for lads now
leaving school to lenrn something about pri-
mary produetion. 1 shounld say that at least
3 per cent, of the lads of Australia, par-
ticularly those rvesident in Western Austra-
lia, must look to primary production for
theiv future. T know that is not a very popu-
tar gozpel to preach, but it is nove the less
true. We have reached the peak of employ-
ment in our secondary industries. We can-
not produce under that heading in a man-
ner that enables us to compete overseas, and
our factorics are at the top of their pro-
duction in coping with the requirements of
the local market.

AMr. Kenneally: People have not got the
money with which to purchase goods; that
iz the trouble.

M. H. W AMANN D T do not know whether
that is so, but T recollect that a Roxval Conr-
mission was appointed in South Australia to
ascertain the reason why the secondary in-
dustries in that State were not as success-
ful a: those operating in Vietoria. The

In order to grow wmore



1652

Royal Commissien took evidence in Victoria
and I remember reading the assertion made
hv a boot manufacturer who said that there
were enough boot factories in Collingwood
to make in six months, working full time, all
the boots Australin would require through-
out the year. With that fact in mind, I am
more than ever eonvinced that it is to pri-
mary production that we imust look for the
future of Western Australia. Therefore I
contend that it is the responsibility of the
Government to make provision for the edu-
cation of our vouths in matters relating fo
primary production, Although the Narro-
gin Farm school is the only applicable item
in the Estimates, I notiece that the provision
is a reducing one, _

The Minister for Hduention: There is an
inerease of £1 this year,

Mr. H. W. MANN: The reduction was
from £3,343 to £1,789 and now the Estimate
for this vear is £1,790. While the Govern-
ment may be justified in redoeiny expendi-
ture in many directions, there can he no
justifieation for any reduction under the
heading to which T have drawn attention. If
memhers were to look ahout them, they
would s¢e scores of lads hetween 15 and 17
vears of age standing about in the streets,
in billiard rooms and eclsewhere.

Hon. P. Collier: And in our police courts
and chidren’s courts.

Mr. Hemney: And
puzzle coupons

Hon. H. W, MANN: T know lads who
left school two vears ago amd for many
months searched for employment. They
have given it up and are broken hearted.
They know there is no chanee of finding
work.

Mr. Kenueally: And the Government seek
to solve the problem by making men wlho
are employved, work longer hours.

Hon. H. W, MANN: T am not dealing
with that peint. I hope the Minister will
consider making some provision for the Iads
receiving edueation in matters rvelating fo
primary  production, becanse it is along
those lines only that YWestern Anstralin will

progress.

MR. GRIFTFITHS (Avon) [9.10]: T lis-
tended with interest to the temarks of the
member for Perth regarding the necessity
for education in matters relating to primarv
production. T do not know whether he hard
in mind something about the sugar indushry.

selling  erossword
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for that appears to be the one form of prim-
ary production in whieh the Federal Gov-
ernment are interested and which they are
willing to encourage. That was emphasiseil
in the telegraphic news that appeared in the
“Daily News” this evening,  Ounr wheat-
growers are in o mnst unfortunate position
andl vet the Federal Government are pre-
paved to extend lavish assistance along the
lines that have heen indicated recently. We
are often told that primary produetion will
he the salvation of the eountry and all I
van say is T trust the present wretched con-
dition of affairs will not continue muen
lenger. The item dealing with primary
and cenbral schools, ete, accounts for
more than two-thirds of the redue-
tion of the Vote and possibly tie
Minister will give us some further ex-
planation when he repliez to the debate. T
wish to refer to the work of the econuntry
schools and the neeessity for improving the
aceommodation available. T have a request
hefore the Minister at present that T hope
will he attended to in due course, Although
a room wag added to the Merrvedin “sehool,
with the increase of hetween 30 and 40 chill-
ren the aeccommodation will be overtaxed
when the next term eommences. T greatly
uppreciate the netivities of the department
in eonnection with rural education and the
correspondence classes. Those who attended
the recent Roval Show must have heen de-
lighted at the excellent exhibition of work
done hy the eountry children, which tended
to bear out the statements of the member
for Seuth Fremantle (Hon. A. MeCallum)
rzgavding the abilily and talent that was
anparent amongst our voung people. One
of our young men is wow al Abervitwin
and T helieve he will follow in the footsteps
of Dr. Teakle and will exercise great influ-
ence in Future in regard to fodder crops and
erazzes.  Twelve months ago T aceompanied
Mr. Clubb to the South-West and the Yan-
mah wo inspected the work of the school
chilfven. The “Dailv News” antlv referred
to them as "the ten-vear-old farmers of the
Rtate.”” Wonderful work was heing carried
ount by the children. The standard of
work compared favourably with those
of surreunding schoals and  they have
the  eream  record  for  the  diatriet.
These hoys discovered fault: in separators
and so saved the farmers a lot of money,
Thev were little fellows 1115 and 12 vears
of awe testing milk in front of the as-
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sembled erowd. They were followed by
the expert, who certified that their work
was correct. | mention these few defails,
hecause 1 can see that the development
which is taking place in these country
schools in the South-West will make for
the salvation of that part of the State.
Young hoys and girls are growing up and
getting the atmosphere of the place. sc
te speak. and ihey will suceeed where
their fathers and mothers failed hecanse
of lack of practical experience. I expres:
my appreciation of the correspondence
classes and the rural school work. T think
a little money might he found for the pur-
chase of seeds and sueh like things to en-
courage these country sehools, hecause T
understand that from the sale of the pro-
ducts of the schools thevy ean almost pay
their own way.

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) [9.17): In
commoen with members on this side of the
House, T am very sorrv to note the hic
reduction in the Education vote. T feel it
is poor economy to deprive the young peo-
ple of the State of the chance of getfing
a hetter education. I am sorry to note
that provision is not made for the re-
opening of the Teachers' Training College
and of the continuation classes. It is a re-
trograde step to  close the continnation
classes. It really daes away with the op-
portunity for lads in daily work to cou-
tinne their education in the way they
conld do when the continnation classes
were heing carried on. [ would like to see
some provision made for an inerease in
the school leaving age. Tt is true, as the
Leader of the Opposition has said, that
we are among the most backward countries
in the world so far as the schoel leaving
arve is conecerned. I do not think there
is a country in the world with a lower
school leaving sge than we have, and there
are few of them as low. As regards the
school leaving age, I think the only other
country with which we can be compared
iz equatorial Africa.  That is the only
other country [ can find where the school
leaving age is 14 vears. The leaving age
shonld be higher for another rgason, be
cause under the Shopz and Factories Aci
girls cannot be emploved in shops and fae-
tories until they attain the age of 15 years:
consequently, there is a gap between the
age of 14 and 13 vearz that could very
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well e filled by compulsory attendance at
school. Tn the timber distriets of the
South-West there is nothing whatever for
the children to do when they leave school
at the age of 14 yvears. Verv often the
school teachers are kind enough to give
extra tuition to children over the age of
14 years. Occasionally some of the schol-
ars carry on with the correspondence
classes and enter for the junior University
examination. However, more often than
not those children have nothing whatever
fo do. There is no work for them to do
in the timber districts, and if they could
go to school until they were 15 years old
it would make them hetter fitted to meet
1ife’s ditfculties afterwards. The ability
shown by children in the country schools
in manual work is remarkable. T was wait-

ing for the hon. member who last
spoke lo mention a mill  school

that he visited which showed some remark-
able rezults in manual work. In that par-
ticular schoot the hovs had even made- their
own desks. They made single desks with
seats for the higger children.  The desks
had a drawer in which to place hooks, and
the seat was quite comfortable. Tn that
schon] the shelves also had heen made by the
boys. They had also imade some Christmas
tovs, while some beautiful work had heen
done by the girls. The teacher had alse
tried to cater for one young child who was
very interested in wireless. In addition,
there were very many other avenues in which
the ability of the children had been de-
veloped. ¥n other schools, different kinds
of work have been earried on. At a rel
cent show in Brunswick [ saw samples of
beaten tin work, made out of a piece of kero-
sene tin with a hammer and a piece of wood
with a nail on it. Very good imitations of
copper work were made, with the exception
ot the eolour, of course. From these plux-
ter casts were made of birds, horses’ heads,
and other things, There is a great deal of
talent among the children in the ecouniry,
and it can be developed still further if they
ure kept at school until they reach 15 years.
In another one of the mill centres that 1
could guote, the children made walking
sticks and other articles out of wood. I de-
sire to make a complaint about the desks
which ure provided in many of the country
sthools. They ave old-fashioned, long, swall
desks, and are not at all suitable for grows.
ing children. 1 wentioned thai at the Argyle
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school the boys had made their own desks,
and I do not blame them, [ have seen some
of those small desks in which the children
are s0 erajuped that their knees are almost
touching their chins. In the Holyoake school
there were some good desks a few years
ago, but I believe they have since been sent
to another school. Children are not given
a proper chance to develop if suitable seat-
ing aeccormnodation is not provided for them
in school. 1¢ should be remembered that
they have to spend many hours sitting af
the desks and that ¢hildren have softer bones
than grown-up people and are liable to get
curvature of the spine and incur other ills
and ailments through not having proper
seating accommodation. 1 would like to %ee
the department make a bigger cffort to cater
for schools for sustenance camps. At pre-
sent we have an abnormal condition with
regard to the unemployed people of the
State. Many people are now living at sus-
tenanee camps, because a man on susten-
anee simply cannot afford to pay rent for
two homes. Therefore, we have the spee-
tacle of several children at these camps,
with no provision made for their schooling.
I had occasion some little time ago to make
a request for a school at the irrigation works
near Brunswick. It was not altogether the
fault of the Edueation Department that the
school was not provided. That department
informed me that i I could get a guaran-
tee that the eamp would remein in existenee
for 12 months, they would ercct a portable
school. The Education Department then in-
guired from the Works Department where
the camp was situated and were informed
that it was non-existent. It was in July
last that I asked for the school and al-
though the camp is still there, it will be
broken up in another two months. "There-
fore, those children have been without
schooling for six months. By to-day’s mail
I got another request for a school from ihe
sustenanee workers at the Wellington dam
at Penrith. There are 20 to 25 children
there. 1 was informed that a correspond-
ence course huad been tried, but it was not
a success, the reason given being that the
correspondence lessons take up a good deal
of the pavents’ time, which canvot always
be spared. The correspondence classes, as
the previous speaker has said, are a won-
detlul institution. They are achieving real-
Iv warvellous results; but there are some
cases where they are not altogether success-
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ful. For instance, some children at a dairy
farm were taxking the correspondence course,
but the father and mother eould not super-
vise the work beeanse they had to attend
to the milking of cows both in the mom-
ing and evening. There is another case
where the correspondence course was tried
amd did not prove guite a success, accord-
ing to my informant. T believe the poliey
of the department is not to erect portahle
schools at sustenance camps unless there
is a likelihood of their remaining in existence
for 12 months or so. I waunt fo congratu-
late the teachers on the very fine work they
are doing in the schools, but [ would ask
the Minister if he intends to take any natice
of Dr. Heller’s remarks abous ovr buildings
being so far behind the times.

The Minister for Education: Behind what
they are in New York.

Miss HOLMAN: DBehind what they
should be. I do not want te labour the
question. I have placed one case hefore
the Minister, that of the Argyle school.
Then there is the case of the Girls' Cen-
tral School. More acecommodation is re-
quired there and the building should he
brought up to date. We cannot say we
have free education when it is necessary
for the scholars to buy so many bhooks, |
am continually receiving complaints from
mothers whe have to buy their children
new books at the beginning of each vear.
Very often the books are changed and a
new set has to be bought if the child goes
to a new school. T had a complaint the
other day from one mother who said she
kad to pay 15s. at the beginning of this
vear for hooks for her hoy, aged 10 years.
That particular mother is in a home where
her husband has not had full-time work
for some wears. Probably next year, when
the boy goes into a new clags, she will
have to buy more books and the other
books will, o a cerfain extent, e wasted.
The Government should try to do some-
thing in the way of providing hooks for
the children. We cannot say we have free
edueation while so much money -has to
be spent by the parents on books. Again,
the Government should make provision for
mentaliy defeetive children. The teachers
have large classes of 30 and 60 children
to handle, and oceasionally there are in the
school mentally  defective ¢hildren whao
hamper the progress of the rest of the
class. The teachers cannot egive the neces-
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sary individual attention to those defec-
tive children, and consequently thev are
neglected and no provision is made [or
then.  Only the other day I came across
a child 16 years of age who works quite
well but eannot read or write or even tel?
the time, because the teacher had not been
ahle to give her individual attention. The
two schools we have for mentally backward
boys show what can be done under indivi-
dunl attention, but wnfortunately we have
no such sehool for baekward girls. Far
from complimenting the Government on
the decrease in their expenditure, T deplore
it and would like to =ee the vote increased

MR. EEGNEY (Middle Swan) [9.32]:
Eatlier in the evening T hrought under the
notice of the Minister for Works the condi-
tion of the Bavswater school ground. I
understand the money Las to be provided by
the Edueation Department for the necessary
improvements, the Works Department merely
carrying out the jub. The Minister for
Fducation is aware of the condition of the
Bayvswater sehool ground, which is altogether
unzuitable as a playground. That ground
cannot he improved unless the hill is lowered
and the depression filled up. The boys can-
not enter the cricket competition with the
cther schools, because they have no suitable
plaxground. The amount required te im-
prove the ground is not large and, as the
member for South Fremantle said, if instead
of puiting the sustenance men in that lo-
culity on road work, where they displace
many municipal workers, they were put on
to the improving of the sehool ground, that
hnprovement would not cost nearly so much.
The numbers at the seheol are inereasing at
the rate of 30 per annum, the present at-
tendance being about 550.  Recently we
asked the nnemplovment hoard to make a
sum available for the purpose of improving
that ground.  The Director of Eduecation
was Favourable to the project, but the Trea-
sury replied that it would cost too much to
shift the latrines. I might tell the Ministar
that the local road hoard are concerned over
the condition of those latrines and have re-
ferred the matter to the Public Health
authorities, Some of the children attending
that =chool come from a distance of heyond
three mile<. Petitions have heen submitter
to the department for the establishment of
a zchon! at North Bavswater, and Mr. Clubb
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is now giving eonsideration to that proposal,
Such a school would be attended by 43 child-
ren hetween the ages of six and 14, and so0
it would help to relieve the congestion at
the main school. I hope the Minister will
zive consideration to these questions.

MR. MILLINGTON ()Mt. Hawthorn)
[9.40]: There are two matters I wish to
bring under the notice of the Minister, one
heing the Searborough school.  The local
people have provided a suitable bloek of
land. With the summer ecoming on. the
¢hildren of the distriet have increased con-
siderably, and it is nnticipated that Sear-
horough  will have a fairlv  permanent
populatinn, exceeding that of Citx Beach.
With the hetter road facilities, and the
spending of a eansiderable sum on improv-
ing the heach nt Searborough, natarally the
permanent residents are increasing. What
i= wanted therc is a cheap school building,
hut a goad staff. T helieve the Minister is
svmpathetic and will manage to find the
money with which to ervect a small school
there. The other matter is the provision of
a =chool at Wembley. The difficulty lies ia
the selection of a site. The Ineal association
ohject to the site on offer ont on the endow-
ment land, and T think the Minister holds
that it is not a suitable one. There are fwn
other sites, hoth of them eonvenient. One
is on offer for phout £1,500. Very little cash
wonld he required. the seller agreeing to
take Government honds for the halance.
Considering that the site is a mile and a half
west from the T.eederville sehnol. it will
serve the new settlers at Feridsman’s Lake
and any other softlement in Wemblex. ¥
hope it will he nossible durine the cominge
vear tn see an infants’ schonl at Searhorongh
and a school =ite definitelvy secured in the
Wemblex district.

THE MINISTER FOR ENUCATION
(Hon. T. A. L. Davyx—West Perth—in ve-
plx) [9.43]: T appreciate the fair manner
in which members have spoken on this vote,
but T can only imagine ther have not exam-
ined the Estimates very carefully for T feel
sure that anybody who listened to the re.
marks to-night would conclude that there had
heen a -ubstanfial reduction in those Esti-
mates.  Actually there is an increase for this
vear as against last vear of £5,885,

Mr. Kenneally: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition did not confine hims=elf to thiz vear.
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN:
I am not talking about the Leader of the
Opposition; | am talking about the general
criticism by members opposite.

Miss Holman: I partieularly mentioned
1929-30 as agninst this year,

The
The general impression created in my mind,
and I ventnre to say in the minds of other
listeners, was that there was a substantial
deerease in the vote, whereaz actually there
is a net increase of £5,885. These Esti-
mates deal only with the revenue and ex-
penditure for the currenf finnnecial year.

Miss Holman: Then why publish the
figures that are on page &9

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The hon. member har been long enough here
to kmow the difference befween the infor-
mation conveyed on a page and the Esti-
mates of revenue and expenditure.

Miss Holman: 1 was dealing with the re-
duction.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The Estimates for the eurrent year show
an increase over those of the previous year.
There iz a substantial reduction in expen-
diluse 23 compared with the year ended
June 30, 1930. A vast proportion of that
reduction represents the fluancial emergency
reduction in wages and salaries paid out.
There is nothing new in this year’s Esti-
mates eompared with last year’s, That is
why I did not think it neeessary to make
any introduetory remarks te-night. The
Leader of the Opposition asked how long
the Teachers’ College would remain elozed, |
am not prepared to answer that question. I
am by no means satisfied that the college
is neeessary. It is possible that the Uni-
versity, plus the practical training that can
he obtained in the State schonls, will be
sulticient to ensure completely skilled teach-
ers for our schoals, I have not gone into
the question thoroughly, and there may be
an aspeet, different from that, which can
he put forward. At the moment I am not
prepared to say how long the Teachers’ Col-
lewe shall remain closed. I am advised by
the permanent heads of the departments that
we still have a number of trained teachers
available to replace the ordinary diminu-
tions in the number of the teaching staff,
One factor whieh has made that possible is
that the marriage rate during the past two
vears has substantially decreased. Most of
the vaeancies that occur are due to retire-

MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
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ments and marriages. The latter probably
aceounts for more vaeancies than the retire-
ments do, but sensible people have not got
married to the same extent in these times.

Mr. Kenneally: They find they cannot do
it on 255, 2d. a week,

The MINISTER FQR EDUCATION:
1 suppose not. The Leader of the Oppo-
sition suggested we might raise the com-
pulsory leaving age, and contpensate that
from the financial point of view by an
inerease in the commencing age. I must
say there is considerable sense in that sug-
gestion. One would have to be advised
by experts, and then carefully consider
the matter, to see how important the first
vear or year and a balt of the child’s edu-
cation is when it goes to school at 54 as
is the ease now, I suspect that the Grst
vear, or year and half of a c¢hild’s school-
ing, is not of much significance when it
reaches the age of 13, The c¢hild whe
zoes to school at 5% is probably no better
advanced when it reaches the age of 12 or
13 than the child who goes to school at 6
or 6%%. In a city like London, the esarlier
a child ean be got into school the hetter,
because frequently it is taken away from
evil home influences. The influence of the
school is better than that of the home,
and the younger it is possible to cateh the
child the better for it under such econdi-
tions. That does not apply to Australia
in the main. The suggestion of the Leader
of the Opposition is worthy of consider-
able respeet. With regard to the leaving
age I agree that from the edueation point
of view the years after 1t are perhaps
more profitable than the years before. Ae-
companying the encouragement of the
child to continue his education from 1% to
13, 16 or 17, we must see to it that the
laws and practice of the country do not
cut the child off from avenues of employ- -
ment owing to his seeking a hetier educa-
tion. If we are to encourage people to
educate their children to a later age, we
must be able to guarantee them that this
will not harm them economically.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt would not harm them
up to 15, but it would after that age.

The MINISTER FOR FEDUCATION:
It might. Aetually T doubt whether the
imposition of compulsion on children go-
ing to school after 14 until they reach the
age of 13 would make much difference
financially to the department. We are not
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in the dark ages when parents exploit theiv
vhildren ai the first moment and
them to work. There is the educalion
available without any argument for any
child, not only up to the age of 15, but
up to 16 and 17, and continuously up to
the age when a degree is taken at the TUni-
versity, 1 should imagine that a  vast
majority of our people are very keen on
their children being educated. The rom-
pulsory side ought not to make any 3ub-
stantial difference,

Miss Heolman: These facilities are not
available in the country.

The MINTISTER FOR
They are.

Miss Holman: They are not; the teach-
ers could not cope with older children.

The MINISTER FOK EDUCATION:
No child has ever heen dizcourngerd, nor has
any complaint been made bhecause it has
reached the age of 14.

Miss Holman: The teachers could not
tope with them. They have so much to do
and so many classes to attend to in coun-
try sehools.

The MINISTER FOR ENUCATION:
To what schools does the hon. member
refer,

Miss Holman: To mill schools, where the
teacher has several elasses and eannot give
the time to children over 14 and 15, and
carry them on to the University.

EDUCATION:

Mr, Corhor: We have schools where the
children range from infants up ‘to the
seventh standard.

The MINISTER ¥OR EDUCATION:
That is unavoidable. Tf there are 10
children in a school, we eannot afford te
have three teachers for it in a little com-
munity lke ours. The 10 children may
range From 3% to 15 or 16 years of age.
Compulsion will not make any difference
in that case. Tf we raised the compulsory
age to-morrow, that would not involve any
capaeity to appoint two teachers to look
after 10 children any more than it does
now. .

Aiss Holman: There wonld be more than
10 children.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt might do so in a
sehool where thev reached the limit that
one teacher could cope with,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That might happen in some cases. T will
undertake that we will not offer the slight-

send
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est discouragement to-any child who wants

lo stay at school over the age of 14,
Mr. Corhoy: Even ihough it involved the

appuintment of another teacher.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
No. Compulsion would not muke any dif-
ference to that. It is the duty of the
department ut present to accept children
over 14 just as much as it is to accept them
under that age. The law does not say to
a parent “You must send yonr child fo
school until he iz 157 But the depariment
i~ ready to cope with that situwation. We
desire the child to go on. 1 have said to
people who have asked me what to do with
their children when they leave school le-
vawse they ennnot find a job for them, “The
best thing yon can do is to continue the
child’s edueation.”™  The department desires
them to o so, and will meet the necessities
as best they can.

Miss Holman: With extra teachers?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Wilh aunything that is necessary, If we
mnended the Edueation Act to-morrow rais-
ing the compulsory age, it would not make
the siightest difference to our attitude. We
want children to go on being educated, and
2o to vur schools up to the last possible mo-
ment, even up to the ages of 15 or 16, I
trust I have convinced members, and I be-
lieve I have convineed thousands of people
outside, that 1 am in favour of education
all the time. | am on the side of the edu-
cationist. 1 have been abused for being on
that side by certain persons who fake up a
different atiitude. [ want members to take
the same view that 1 do. I do believe in
education, but I do not think it has been
the wild success that was hoped For it 50
or G0 years ago. I recognise that it is essen-
tial, that it is just, and that we should ex-
tend it as far as we possibly can,

Alr. Wansbrough: [ understand that les-
sons for older children are sent trom the
head oflice, and that it is not the duty of the
teacher to supply such lessons.

Miss  liolman: Correspondence
may he sent out.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That )s an entirely different proposition.

Mr, Wansbrough: If a boy decides to
continue at school the lessons, I understand,
are provided by the department.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is another matter. The hon. member

lessons
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has in mind the situation that arose at Kat-
anning, where theve were a number of boys
over the age of 14 whe were formed into a
speecial elass beenuse they were studying for
their leaving certificate. Normally those
children would go to a high schiool and near-
Iv all of them are over 14 Many of the
children in our secondary schools arve over
the age of 14. Nafurally we cannot afford
to bave a high school in every town and
the bigh school which serves Katanning is
at Albany in the hon. member’s consiitu-
ency. There was some diffienlty there be-
cause the headmaster, a most admirable offi-
cer, formed a special leaving class for boys.
However, he was told to eall it a mystery
class and that would be all right. I should
say that a majority of the children that go
to high schools are over the age of 14, T
am aware that there are some children in
the eountry schiools who are assisted by the
headmaster to take their junior.

Miss Molman: That wmight happen where
there are tiny school: with eight ehildren.

The MINISTER IFOR EDUCATION:
No, fifty, sixty or seventy children. The
member for South Fremautle addressed him-
self to the vote generally, but I am not
complaining about his vemarks. I shall eer-
tainly resist any attenrpt to hmpair the efli-
cieney of the department, although where
there appents to he a possibility of reducing
expenditure without impairing efficiency it
should be done.

Mr. Kenneally: The vote has heen eug
£140,000 in a couple of years.

The MINISTER FOR FDUCATION:
IFf the hon. member examines the vote he
will find that the emergeney ent was mainly
responsible. It was all done last year. This
vear we are showing an increase of £5,855.
The hon. iember should not gauge the effi-
ciency of the departwment by the amouunt it
costs.

Mr. Kenneallv: The labourer is worthy
of his hire.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The labourer, by which 1 suppose the hon.
menther means {he teacher, has been no worse
treated than any other employee of the Gov-
ernment, [ know that teachers are not as
highly recognisud tinancially as they deserve,
but I should like to <ec them remubnerated

far more highly., As far as reduction
goos  they have heen put on the same
plane  as  all  other State ewployees.

The member for Sonth Fremantle mentioned
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the Fremmntle High Schunl and the school

grounds. Those matters will be noticed and
attention given to them. The member for
Perth talked of the James-street school and
its overerowding, There are more children
there than there should he, but it is to be
remembered that overerowding there has
Lieen going on for many vears, He also
mentioned that children were being taught
in two cottnges opposite the school. Whan
1 first heeame Minister for Bdueation T was
surprised to find that was the ease, but I
was still more surprised when I diseoverad
that those ecoltages had heen ocenpied for
the same purpose for more than ten vears.
It i< a little harsh that T shonld he abused
because they were heing cecupied when T
became Minister for Edueation, remembering
that they had been occupied during what we
enlled the hoom vears,  The head master
told me the cottages were perfectly healthy
and the efficicney of the teachers to earry
on classwork there was not impeired in any
way.

Miss TTalman ; There are no playgronnds.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: Tt
has alwavs been the same there, hut it has
to he remembered that in no big eity in the
world where a sehool is prachienlly in the
middle of the e¢ity ean adequate playveronnds
he provided. Within fairly easy reach of
the James-street sehool there are quite a
rumber of public reserves in which the
childven nare ahle {o get their exercise. T
agree, however, that in this respect we have
heen shortsighted in the past. Go to a placa
like Mandurali where, until veeently, there
wore thousnnds of aeres lying idle. Vet wa
find a school ground was purchased there no
bigger than perhaps this Chamber. We
should make up onr minds in the foture
that we should never provide a blngk of
ground for a sehool of not less than five and
for preference ten acves. T think Mr. Drew
when Minister for Fduecation Iaid down the
policy of five acres, hut T should like to in-
crease it to ten acres.  The memher for
Perth also raised the question of the Nar-
rorin farm school and sngeested we shonld
enconrage the hoys fo go there. Fvery hoy
that gnes to the Narrogin farm sehool, a«
things are nt present, has to pax something
hetween €30 and £40 a vear and he costs the
Covernment ahout £240 a vear.

Ar. Doney: They have a full complement
of bovs there already.
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The MINISTER FOR FEDUCATION:
The hon. member’s suggestion is not one by
which we ean relieve the position at all.
With regard to agrieultural education the
department are doing pretty well. The de-
partment has in Mr. Rogers an advisory
teacher whose duty it is to supervise the
agricaltural activitios of the children. T
should like every hon. member to have »
Inok at Yanmah. 1 have not been there mv-
self, hut T have zeen the result of the child-
ren’s work. T have, however, seen the work
at other sehools which T know is not as good
as that earried out at Yamuah, and we know
generaily what giving to the childven an
agricultural complex is doing. The membor
for Forrest vaised a point about wlieh T am
s0rr¥ sho has not seen me.  That is the ques-
tion of schools at some of the sustenance
eamps.

Miss Holman: T wrote to the deparfment.

The MINISTER FOR EDUGATION: T
eonfess the matter did not come hefore me
uaniil this evening. T shonld like to diseuss
it with the hon. member to see whether it
wonld uot he possible to fix up a temporary
school. Tt is an important thing for the
child if it should aniss six months or a vear
at school af eortain siages of ifts life. T
should like to know where this has hap-
pener.

Miss Holman: ¥ will bring all the corre-
spondence along with me to-morrow.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
The hon. member also rveferred to remarks
by Dr. Heller with regard to the state of the
huildings. T understand that Dr. Heller is
an officer of the FEducation Department of
a portion of New York, and with all due
respect to him T do not think it is fair for
him tn draw comparisons hetween what we
can do in Western Australia and what they
are able to do in New York. New York on
a tiny patel of land has a population rf
something like 9,000,000 people.

Mr. Corboy: More than all Ausfralia.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Yes. Western Australia, with an area one
third of the size of the whole of the United
Siates, has a population of 400,000 people.
We are inclined to he impatient, and per-
haps it is a divine impatience, to see
things better, but we cannot hope to have
things as up to date mor can we expect
to have the expensive equipment to bc
found in New York. If a comparison were
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made with an American town of 400,000
inhabitants, I venture to say it would be
found te be very much more backward than
we are. Another point dealt with by the
member  lor Forrest was the question of
very large classes. Figures supplied by
the department show what in only 1 per
cent. of our sehoois have we an enrolment
that approaches between 33 and G0 in one
class.

Miss Holman: That iz double what it
should be.

The JMINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
May bhe. Probably it would be idenl te
have a teacherj with ne more than tfen
scholars.

Miss Holman: Thitty is supposzed to be
an ideal number,

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION:
Supposed by whom? it is a matter of
opinion.

Mizs: Holman: By all the University pro-
fessors,

The MINISTER TOR EDUCATION:
Tt is very easy to sit in a University chaiv
and say what ought to be done.

Mr. Kenneally: But the Minister would
not say that 50 or 60 scholars is a reason-
able number for one teacher.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I think it is too many, bui in only one per
cent. of the schools dees that happen. In
83 per cent. of our sehools the classes num.
ber 50 and under. T made inquiries some
time ago as to what happened in the de-
nominational schools, and 1 was informed,
to my surprise, that the standard classes
in one church sehool are substantially more
than that, and it is eonsidered possible to
get efficieney. T am not differing from the
hon. member that we have some classes .
that are too large, but the position is not
nearly so bad as has bheen suggested, and
the worst of them are not worse than
the normal state of affairs in some of the
denominational sehools, I mn informed by
the Director of Edueation that in every
other State in Australia the regulations
have had to be departed from during the
period of depression. When in the Fast-
crn States recently, he saw classes of over
33 at work in both Vietoria and New South
Walez. T am not saving that sueh a num-
her is desirable,

Mr. Corboy: God help the kiddies!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Evervone needs help from the Deity, but
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T am assured by the heads of the depart-
ment that every child in Western Austra-
lin is provided with a seat and a teacher,
and that no c¢hild has lost any edneation
as the result of overerowding.

Mr. Corhoy: They are not being taught.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I say they are being taught.

Mir~ Holman: Teachers cannot  look
after the homework when they have snek
Inrge classes.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
1 am not defending the large class, but |
say that overcrowding is very little pre.
valent. There is not nearly the amount ol
overevowding that is alleged. L know about
the Bavswater school mentioned by the
member for Middle Swan (Mr. Hegney.)
1t i» an extraordinarily diflienlt ground. The
school =hould never have been built in that
position and it will cost a lot of money
to put it right. T eannof promixze any.
thing.

Mr. Corbov: Cannot vou do what was
done at Mavlands by the memher for that
distriet?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
T cannot: the problem is different. 1t the
hon. member was naware of the position ho
would realise that.

AMr. Corboy: I know both schools inti-
mately, and Maylands 'was much worse
than is Bavswater.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
T did not see it when it was much worse.
At present, the position is difficult and
would involve considerable expendituve. |
am very keen ta have the grounds made a~
zood as possible. and if 1 had had the
meney the Bavswater prohlem would have
been dealt with. 1 have had to apporfion
the little money available in what appeared

to be the mnost urgent directions. The mem-
ber for Mt. Mawthern (Mr. Millington)
muntioned Searborough to me. At Sear-

horough [ understaud the title is now defin-
itely in the uame of the Government. I was
vommunicated with by one person out there
recently, and am in touch with the position.
Regarding Wembley, that is a matfer that
I have in hand also. [ think 1 have ans-
wered all the points raised hy members.

Mr. Corlox: The question of the dissemn-
ination of physical culture knowledge should
be worth dealing with,

The MIXIRTER VFOR EDUCATIOX:
Yes, It hax been « remarkable perform-

[ASSEMBLY.]

anece, and not the least interesting featw
of the work is the experiment nf the d¢
velopment of boys under direct sunlight an
without direct sunlight,

Mr. Corboy: It is worth while mention
ing the work of Mr., Skipworth.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
Yes; with the extraordinavily linited faei
ities, the school has done amazingly, wel
It has been said, and rightly so, that ther
are 1o proper grounds to (he Perth Boy:
Sehool. Yet, with the extraoidinarily limite
space, Mr, Chandler and his staif, of whoi
AMr. Bkipwerth is one of the foremost, havi
produoced & particulavly well trained tean
of boys,

Mr, Corboy: No, not a teaw, but the whol

sehool. Every boy mwust join in.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

That is so.

Item, Tdireetor of Education and Unde
Secretary, £384,

Mr., CORBOY : Will the Minister hawe
that knowledge zained from the experiwent:
at  the Perth Boys’ Schonl disseminated
thronghout the State!?

The Minister for Rdueation: That is ¢
matter T shall have to discuss,

Mr., GRIFFITHS: Will the Mibpister de
all he can to vemedy the classroon shortage
at Merredin for the coming vear?

The Minister for Edueation: Yes.

Ttem. Caretakers and cleaners, £1,375.

Mr. SLEEMAX: The item shows a small
increase. [ understand that a deputation
wanited on the Minister some time ago. Do
the Government intend to pay for the
Christinas holiday time, or do what was
done Jast vear! The emplovees inelude
widows supporting families, and are the
poorest paid in the department, and I hope
the Minister will see that they are not pen-
alised.

The JMINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
[ have been in fouch with the secretary of
the union representing the caretakers and
cleaners, and we have veached an agreement
to increase the paviuent to most of those
employees. 1 would rather not make a de-
inite statement to-night, but I am hoping
to linalise the matter within the next two
or three days.

Vote put and passed,

Progress veported.
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BILI_.S (2)—TIRST READING.
1. Health Act Amendment.

2, Marriage Act Amendment.
Reveived from the Couneil,

BILL—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN AGED
BAILORS AND SOLDIERS’' RELIEF
FUND.

Returned from the Council with an amend-
ment,

BILL—PEARLING ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 2nd November,

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [10.31]:
The introduction of the Bill was requested
by a majority of those interested in the
peurling industry for the purpose of ex-
ercising greater comtrol. Like other pri-
mary industries, pearl fizhing has suffered
a deeline both as regards price and the
demand  For  shell  produced  during  the
Nlast few years, owing to the fluetuations of
the market. The production of pearl shelt
haz been greater than the consumption
owing primarily to the financial depression.
In faet, the industry has been hit rather
more detrimentally than other industries
because it cannoet bhe rerarded as a neces-
sity, and naturally, in sueh times as the
present, its products ave not nsed to the
same extent as Cormerly. The Bill em-
bodies two principles. The first relates ta
the control of output and the second to
s resfriction of the area to be fished over.
The reason for the restrictinn of output, as
the Minister explained, is to save to the
industry the markets overseas. There arve
two reasons why the second prineipls
should apply, one is that it is necessary
for the purpose of supplying the best qual-
iiv of mother-of-pearl shell available. The
shell fished in King’s Sound. off Broome.
is of much better quality than that raisea
anvwhere else in the world.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Ts it
Thursday Island shell?

Mr. COVERLEY: [t commands £i10 a
ton more than the shell fished at Thorsday
Telund, Port Hedlind, Onslow and Shark
Bay.

AMr. F. W, Mann: Does that depend upon
the purpose of which the shell is nsed?

supericr to
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Mr. COVERLEY: No. li is on account
of the difference in yuality and size. The
shell fished at Carnmvon and  Thursday
Island is known as chicken shell.

Mr. Piesse: Fewer pearls are recovered.

Me. COVERLEY : The market for pearls
i5 practically non est and pearls have de-
preciated in value by gnite 30 per cent.
That imeans to say that a pearl that would
hring £1L,400 some yemrs ngo would be hard
to sell to-day ai £500, It is not a matier
of pearls so mueh as of pearl shell, upon
which the industry depends for its exist-
ence to-day. .

Mo HLW, Maun: For what purposes is
the shell used now?

Fon. J. ¢, Willeoek s For battens,

Mr. COVERLEY: [t i~ used for many
purposes, including buttons, knife handles,
entlery and 2o furth,  Now a method ol
spraxing it on mefor cars has been de-
veloped by Girder & Co. of America, who
have invented the new process.  As 1 have
pointed ont, the Broome shell ¢commands
£10 o ton wmorve than the shell fished at
other centres and the rveason for that iz
that the Broome shell ix clearer, larger
and thicker. 1f inferior shell is used for
buttons, as soon as the feur holes arve put
through it, the shell wsually Dbreaks ye-
eanse it is s0 mueh more brittle,

The Minister for Bailways: We produce
pearl shell but we never find peard but.
tons worn in Perth.

Mr. COVERLEY: That is very true.
Fashions change and pear] butions have
gone out of use. The fair sex wear fewer
buttons nowadayvs than they did a few
¥oars ago.

The Minister for Railways: They =il
use buttons but they are noi made of
pearl shell.

Me. COVERLEY: The American firm
have deeided te engage in propaganda in
America and elsewhere with a view tu
bringing pearl huttons inte fashion again.
T that tesult 15 achieved, it will gzive a
big impetus to the indastry and if we can
et the necessarv legislative  protection
and assistanee it will afford a chance fu
place the industry on n substantial foot-
ing.

Mr. Renncallv: A new
more pearl shell.™” .

Mr. COVERLEY : Yes, and that should
apply particuiarly to the womenfalk, who
shonld he eneouraged fo use pearl huttons.

slogan— ‘Use
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The Bill i3 essentially one for the Committee
stage and probably other phases will be ex-
plained then. Pearl shell is also fished af
Thursday Tsland and Darwin, but the shell
there is of an inferior type and can he fished
in greater quantities than the Broome shell.
The shell at Thursday Island and Darwin is
also procurable in more shallow water, Par-
liament has passed legislation of various de-
seriptions  for the purpose of proteeting
farmers and others and those associated with
the pearling industry are anxious fo secure
assistance in the same direction. We want
the market to he eatered for under the mozt
snitable conditions and it is recognised that
the shell fished in Broome waters is the hest
in the world. All that we ask is that the
ontput shall be restricted to six tons per
hoat for the season, hecause that will repre-
gent the limit to which the American Rvin
can take supplies.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Do yon also restrict the
number of boats licensed to fish?

AMr. COVERLEY: No, that has not bean
suggested. There are 89 hoats licensed in
Broome and, with the exception of 17 own-
ers, they are all prepared to sign a contraet
with the Ameriean company ilimiting them-
selves to an ontput of 400 tons of shell for
the season. The 17 who have not agreed to
the eontraet have heen allowed to fish #s much
as they like during the season and sell their
" ghell on the open market. The American
company will provide for 400 tons anlv an-
naturally that will be reduced by the qnan-
titv that will be fished by the 17 hoats T have
referred to. That phase has to he taken info
eongideration. The Rill will impose the ve-
* strietion of 6 tons upon them. The pearlers
concerned have their reasons for not agree-
ing to participate in the Girder contract
and they ohject to the monopoly. Rightly
ar wrongly, the Bill does not apply any re-
striction to them execept that they are to be
restricted to six tons per heat. The main
reasons why the 17 pearlers have not par-
ticipated in the contract is that thev desire
to he allowed to trade frerly where they lika.
Thev agree with the principle of restricting
the outnut but do not arrea to the monopo-
listic phase. Tt is recognised thnt while »
hoat will he engaged in getting the six tons
in the seazon, it is also ecompetent for the
eame hoat, under the same man power, to
fish much mare in other waters sueh as On-
slow and that 15 another phase that should
receive consideration. T trust Parliament will

[ ASSEMBLY.)

agree to the Bill, in order to control the in-
dustry. Already we have legislated in nany
other directions and, for instance, we passed
a Brands Act the object of which was io
maintain the fair average quality of wheat
sold overseas by our producers.

The Minister for Agrieulture: That was
passed in the interests of honesty,

Mr. COVERLEY: The Minister may say
that was the purpose of the measure, but [
nnderstand it was for the purpose of main-
taining the good nhame of Western Aus-
tralia’s wheat., Fad that not heen so, I
would not have voted for the Bill. I thank
the Minister for bringing the Bill forward
because it is very important that it should
he passed as quickly as possible to enabie
the pearlers to know just where they stand
when signing off and on their crews, and the
renewing of their contracts by the end of
the vear,

MR. CHURCH (Roehourne) [10446]: |
agree with what the member for Kimberley
said about the necessity for the Bill, The
Bill contains enly two clauses, one to re-
gtrict the output of the shell and the other
to restrict the area over which ihe boats
ean take shell. The hon. member also
stated that the pearvlers were anxiouz to
have a restriction of the area, although
the restriction of shell did not matter to
them ot all. T objeet to the restriction of
the area, but not to the vestriction of shell.
hecause each boat is licensed, and I may
tell the hon. member that no more hoats
can be licensed than the numher that is
licensed to-day. If the area is not restricted,
the boats can come down the cost as far
as Onslow, Exmouth Gulf, Hedland and Cos-
sack. T sunggest that it would he wiser to
restrict the mumber of boat licenses granted
and to restriet the amount of shell to bhe
taken, but on no account restrict the area,
hecause the pearlers wounld say, “We can-

uot shell in these waters, so will stop
here,” viz, the DBroome arvea. As far
as  the cquality of the shell is con-
cerned, there is a difference in the

value hetween the Broome shell and the
shell further south, that is, from Port
Hedland down., But it is quite small now,
T ghould say the difference being £8 to £15
per ton. T should say there would he more
shell ohtainable per boat in the southern
waters than there would be around Broome
At the same time, they get exira value
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there for the shell. It is no use saving
that pearls are of no value to-day. I think
they are of great value. 1 repeat that the
shell should not be vestricted to any par-
ticnlar area. The Government ecan con-
trol the whole of the pear] shell py say-
ing, ““You shall take so much and no
more.”  Jf o man has five boats, as the
member for Kimberley zaid, he can fsh six
tons per hoat, but he can only get six fons
if he has only one boat. T urge the House
to look at it in that light. T am sure there
ts no desire to ake any invidions distine-
tion. I support the srcond reading of the
Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a scecond time.

House adjourned at 10.51 p.m,

Negislative Council,

Wednesday, M November. 1952,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

"ASSENT TO BILLS,

Meszsage received from the Lient.-Governoar
nofifving assent to the following Bills:—

1, East Perth Cemeteries.

2, Supply Bill (Yo. 2).

3, State Trading Concerns Aet Amend-
ment (No. 1).

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Finanecial Emérgeney Aet Amendment.
Tntrodneed by Hon. .J. .J. Holmes.

2, Electoral Act Amendmeni (No. 2).
Introdueed hy Hon. .J. Cornell,
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BILL-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT.

Second  Reading,

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (XNorth) [440]:
First of all T want to explain that T moved
the adjournment of the debate vesterday, noi
with the object of holding up the husiness,
for I am more anxious to get on with this
Bill than with any other, but with two ob-
jects in view; one that I was not quite ready
to go on and nobody else appeared to be
rveady, and in the second place the atmos-
phere was so clectrieal as the result of the
speech hy Mr, Williams that T thought we
had hetter get on to some other subjeet. I
would =av that from a Labour point of view
Mr. Williams so polluted the atmosphere
that the Labour people wish the speech had
never been made. For yesterday we had Mr.
Williams championing the eause of the Lang
plan and repudiation, and revelling in the
fact that he was so completely in acecorl
with such a hero as Mr. Lang: and simul-
tanennsly we had Mr. Monre, another mem-
ber of the Labour Party, repudiating anwy
suggestion that he would have or could have
anvthing to do with Mr. Lanz.  So now
presumahly there is a split in the party. T
am nol surprised at Mr. Moore, knowing =y
I do that he resented anv aszociation with a
policy savouring of repudiation. TWhen the
Labour Partv stoed for honestv they were n
power In the land. But we know that the
ercat party has been white-anted, that para-
sites have erept into it, putting personal
eain hefore the interests either of the State
or of the Commonwealth., Hence the party
is beginning to erumble. Mr. Drew T look
upon as one of the old school, one of nature’s
eentlemen as we all know, and T ecan sav
honestly that my sympathy’ went out to him
the other dav when he, I think reluetantls,
put up a ease in opposition to the Bill.

Hon. J, M. Drew: Not at all.

Hon. J. J. HOTAIES: Mr. Drew’s diffh-
culty was that he knew semething had fo he
done and that the only honest way was to
make provision to meet our liabilities. Bat
he has one eve on the Treasury bench—I do
nnt wish to be misunderstood in this--and
the position he may he compelled to occupy
in the near fnture. He would then have to
face the problems that we are trving to face
now. When the tide turns Mr. Drew will re-

.



